` Syria Keen fo Maintain 
Visit to Tajikistan Normalization With Israel Sirategic Alliance With Iran 


KHADDAM 


with Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat whom Syria accuses of 


` having broken Arab ranks to sign 


peace agreements with Israel. 

“We are seeking to help the 
Palestinian people regain their 
rights . .. But where is now the 
cause of the Palestinian people? 
Arafat is now negotiating for a 
street in the (West Bank) city of 
Al-Khalil. " 


{Contd on Pg.14) 


BEIRUT — Syrian Vice President 
Abdel Halim Khaddam in an in- 
tervelw with the Lebanese news- 
Paper As-Safîr, reviewed Syria’s 
ties with ils neighbors, noting its 
continued “strategic” alliance 
with Iran and “better” ties with 
Turkey, although he called on 
Ankara to strengthen its relations 
with Arabs, instead of Israel. 

He said. Damascus was op- 
posed to “any attempt to partion 
Iraq. despite (Syria’s) current con- 
flict with the Baghdad regime. " 

Khaddam also ruled oul any 
“serious” consolidation of ties 
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Habibi Winds Up 


Oman, Qatar Free1e 


But Orman’s minister of state 
for foreign affairs, Yussef ibn 
Alawi Abdallah announced this 
month - that Muscat was freezing 
the process of normalization of re- 
lations with Israel. 

Another Persian Gulf monar- 
chy. Qatar, which had also begun 
normalizing ties with the Zionist 
state, has also announced a freeze 
in further contacts with Israel be- 
cause of the deadlock in tbe peace 
process since Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu took power in 
June. 

AFP) 


Israelis, Palestinians 
Drafting Al-Khalil Accord 


Palestinian security chief Gen- 
eral Adel Razek Yehiya said ne- 
gotiators had begun drafting the 
agreement on a transfer of Al- 
Khalil to Palestinian self-rule and 
the long-awaited accord could be 
signed on Tuesday. 

(Contd on Pg.14) 


BAIT-UL-MOQADDAS — Is- 
raeli and Palestinian negotiators 
have overcome their differences 
on a handover of Al-Khalil, set- 
ting aside the issue of security at a 
shrîne in the West Bank city for a 
summit mecting, a Palestinian of- 
ficial said Tuesday. 


FOR SALE 


Single, Double Bedroom & Duplex Apts. 
aed ba le Reel ocation of 


MUSCAT — Oman has recalled 
its trade representative in Israel 
and may close its trade office 
there after deciding to freeze nor- 


malization of relations with the ` 
` Zionist state, . an Omani official 


said Tuesday. 

The official, who requested 
anonymity, said Mohsen al- 
Balushi, the head of the Persian 
Gulf sultanate’”s trade office in Tel 
Aviv had been recalled .for con- 
sultations because of “Israel's 
policy of blocking the peace proc- 
ess. 

The recall of Mr. Balushi may 
be the first step towards closing 
the Omani representation in Israel 
if it continues to refuse to imple- 
nıent the agreements with-the Pal- 
estinians,”” the official said. 

He said Balushi had been re- 
called recently but gave no date. 

Muscat opened a trade office in 
Israel in August 1996. 


` Calllar 


TOound ot taîks with Tajik President 
momali Rakhmanov on Tuesday. 


the Tajîk goverment and the op- 
position, ihe vice-president de- 
scribed the national reconciliation 
in Tajîkistan as a ‘truning point’ 
in the history of that country. 


reached between Iran and Tajikis- 
tan on mutual cooperation in dif- 
ferent areas. According to the 
documents signed by the two 
countries’ officials, Iran and Ta- 
jikistan wilf cooperate in road and 
rail transportation, scientific and 


educalional areas, post and tele- . 


comarunications, health and cus- 
toms affairs. 


prosperity feral. 


France Warns Belgrade It 
Risks Isolation 


1 1 IC ‘HAF AGRE LE TO RECOGNIZE POLL RESULTS 


HAAN Tgporlinis (Ovcwnber 30): E E SS N E opposition 
winin vlamding o& balcomins along the roofe of 2 shdents’ march or the streets of Belgrade. 


{AFP PHOTO} 
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ing educational level and paying 
more attention to educational af- 
fairs of men and women paves the 
ground for reconstruction of the. 
county. 


Calling Basi, e Î f 


the Armed Forces and the Islamic ¢; 


Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC) 
as the nation’s assets, he stated 
that the nation of Islamic Iran by 
its patience and cortentment had. 
heiped prepare the ground for re- 
coustruction of the country. Raf- 
sanjani said that Iran bas been 
converted info a big construction 
workshop. . 
Referring to the state of depriv- 
ity which had prevailed in the 
country during the tyranical re- 
gime of the Shah, President Raf- 
sanjani said that at that tine the 
Iranian women were deprived of 
their basic rights and that illiteracy 
posed a big difficulty whereas t0- 
day, female students make ııp half 
of the university, school and high 


„| schnal population. 


, Photo: Abbas Takin 


helped the sacred sovereign nation 
of the Islamic Republic of Itan to 


against tyranny and oppression that nation also helped the govern 
has freed itself from (he yoke of ment irvest in the reconstruction 
` satan and colonialism. projects as soon as the eight-year 
Through patience and persever- imposed war (1980-1988) came to 
ance against hardship, the nation anend. 
Habibi Calls For Expansion of 


President Urges Ulema (0 Neel Spiritual Needs of the uth 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani, on a tour to 
Ilam, called on ulema to meet the 
intellectual needs of the youth. 

According to IRNA, the presi- 
dent made-the remark in a meet- 
ing with the theological students 
and uletna of the province. 

He said that ulema are duîy 
bound to upgrade their knowledge 
on Islam and present it to the peo- 
ple in a way understandable to the 
people today. 


He urged ulema to make peo- 
ple know that religion is capable 
of responding to their needs. 

Tuming to the trend of devel- 
opment in the country, he said by 
demonstrating its independence to 
the world aud as a degnified 
model, Iran can be effective in in- 
troducing Islam. 

Addressing a large gathering of 
the people in the Ham provincial 
city of Shirvan earlier on the day, 
the president said that the brave 
Iranian nation through its Jihad, 
effort, construction and fight 


Tehran-Dushanbe Cultural Ties 


Tehran Times Serv 
TEHRAN — mE 
Hassan Habibi in Dushanbe Mon- 
day called for expansion of cul- 
tural cooperation between Iran and 
Tajikistan, an IRNA report said, 

Addressing professors, stl 
dents and staff of the State Uni- 
versity of Tajikistan, Habîbi called 
for paying more attention to cul- 
tural activities throughout the re- 
gion. 

He stressed that scientific and 
bitions, archeology and linguistics 
will be among different fields in 
which the two countries can estab- 
lish cooperation. 

Referring to imımense poten- 
tials in both courtries, he called 
for exploiting these potentials for 
promotion of peace and security in 
the region as well as social and 
cultural development. 

Habibi was awarded an honor- 
ary degree from the Tajik state 


cultural center at Tajik Science 
College, where handwritten mam- 
scripts are kept. 

Some 12,000 a 
books in different languages 


Rafsanjani Condoles 
Malaysian King, PM 


TEPAN E TIMES | 


TEHRAN TIMES NEWS SERVICE 
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Should Afghanistan’ s Seat in | 


e Kofî Annan to be allowed to take Afghanistan's 
seat in the.world body. 

There is a contradiction in Taleban’s logic for taking the 
seat. In order to justify their demand, they have written to 
the UN chief that the seat should go to "The real heir and 
representatives of the Afghan people’s will: the newly estab- 
lished Islamic [sic] government." 

There is a fact İn fhe Taleban’s demand, i.e., the seat 
should go to the real representatives of the Afghan people. 
But the result that the Taleban infer from this established fact 
is not sound because the Taleban by no means can prove that 
they are the real representatives of the Afghan people. 

First of all, they do not represent the women who consti 
tute a great portion of the Afghan population, since they have 
reduced the women in the war-torn country to inmates of 
their four walls. How can the warden represent the inmate? 

Secondly, the Taleban have come to power neither through 
direct ballots nor indirect votes. They have seized power 
through the barrels of gun and cannon. Unfortunately, after 
ةoming‎ to power, the Taleban have mercilessly abused their 
power, suppressing the women and the opposition. They 
have introduced inhuman rules and regulations reminiscent 
of the mediaeval era. Furthermore, the rules and regulations 


If the UN recognizes the Taleban, such a recognition will 
be tantamount to legitimizing atrocities committed against 
women, children, and humanity. It will definitely set a horri- 
ble precedence in the history of state which is a disgusting 
treason to the cause of humanity. 

Kofî Annan shoulders a great responsibility at this crucial 
juncture in the history of Afghanistan. 

In the name of humanity, do not politicize the crisis în 
Afghanistan. The performance of the group is the best crite- 
rion for judging it. Recognition of Taleban is tantamount to 


9 
OMEGA" 


The sign ofexcellence- 


Tekran Times Service 
TEHRAN -- President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani on Tuesday 
cabled separate messages to the 
Malaysian King Jafar and Premier 
Mahathir Mohammad, expressing 
grief over the death of more than 
170 people due to the floods in that 
coumMTy. 

The president, in his messages, 
extended the heartfelt condolences 
of the Iranian government and na- 
tion to the people of Malaysia, 
praying to the Almighty God for 
their prosperity. 


Musical 
Instruments 

For Sale 
Tel: 6452632 


legitimizing crime. 
Drug Traffickers Iran’s Population 
Arrested in fstimated Over 58 
Isfahan Million So Far 
Tehran Tones Service 
Tehran Times Service TEHRAN —- Head of the Statis- 
TEHRAN — An official of the tics Center of ran, Abbas Ali Zali, 


said bere Monday that according 
to the census questionaires of 
12.108 million families which 
have been processed so far Iran’s 


cess of the population control pro-= 
grams. 

census on population and houses 
since the victory of the 1979 Is. 
iamic Revolution, which was con- 
ducted in October, has put Tehran 
population af about seven miliioi. 


provincial Law Enforcement 
Forces, Morteza Habibi, said in Is- 
fahan Tuesday that following gun- 
battles 21 drug traffickers were 
arrested and 203.5 kg af opium 
and heroin were seized from them. 

According to IRNA, the gang 
of drug smugglers, involved in 
supply and distribution of narcotic 
drugs, has been routed by the 
forces. 

The gang was active in prov- 
inces of Isfahan Sistan- 
E ‘Tehran, Fars, 

erman, Tlam and 

Khuzestan, he 
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Leader Inspects Tehran’ $ Subway Sile 
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THE UMTVERE fry oF 2 


TEHRAN - A little girl offers a bunch of flower to the Leader of Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei at Jahan-e-Koodak subway station here yesterday. 


have undergone a qualitative pro- 
gress by building the subway.” 

The supreme leader recom- 
mended the architects and engi- 
neers to observe traditional and 
Islamic architecture in designing 
and decorating the subway sta- 
tions. 

Before the leader’s remarks, 
manager of the project Ibrahimi 
said 42 km of subway tunnels had 
been dug. 53 stations built and 60 
km of surface roads constructed 
along with 500.000 square meters 
of shelter and 100.000 square mıe- 
ters of shopping centers. 

He said 21 million cubic meters 
of carth had been dug out and 2.2 
million cubic meters of concret 
used in building the subway. 


MAERSK LINE 
- SERUKE ALL THE WAY. 


construction by he manager of the 
project Torahimi. 

The leader attended a meeting 
of the engineers and technicians 
now carrying out the subway pro- 
ject and in a brief address appreci- 
ated their hard work, initiatives 
and technical know-how. 

The leader said the Iranian na- 
tion is proud hat the subway is 
now being built by Iranian experts 
lhemslelves. 

Iranian engineers and techni- 
cians are now working out the 
project without any foreign assis- 
tance, the leader said, adding that 
the next generation will be proud 
of this great work. 

Ayatoltah Khamenei said. “Ira- 
nian scientists and innovators 


OS GREETINGS & HAPPY NEW YEAR 


the dawn „of the New Year 1997, we are pleased to inform you that MAERSK LINE is going to‏ ا 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - Leader of the Islamic 
Revolution Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Khamenei here on Tuesday 
inspected construcüion work on 
Tehran's subway, ils tunples and 
several stations. 


Tehran's subway is passing ils 
final phases for two main lines 
linking central part of Tehran to 
its suburbs, RNA rcported. 


Accompanied by Minister of 
Interior Ali Mohammad Besharati, 
Minister of Roads and Transport 
Akbar Torkan and Tehran’s 
Mayor Gholam-Husscin Kar- 
baschi, the leader was briefed on 
various stages of the subway’s 


Iran’s Fxelusive 
`` Fair to Open 
in Beirut 


- Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN - Iran’s tenth exclusive 
exhibition is to open in Beirut on 
January 2, manager of the fair 
Majid Qasemi Feiz-Abadi said on 
Tuesday. 

According to the official, 110 
Iranian companies will put their 
products on display in a 5,800- 
square-meter plot of land, IRNA 
reported. 

Among other things, Feiz- 
Abadi ‘said, the exhibition is 
aimed at getting Asian and Arab 
peoples to know more about one 
another's facilities, acquiring full! 
knowledge of different markets, 
tastes, social and economic behav- 
iors. new technical achievements 
and utilizing one another"s abili- 

He added that for the first time, 


-' a conference will ‘be held on the 


sidelines of the exhibition in order 
to introduce Iranian-made goods. 
Lorestan Exports 
1m kg of Non-Oil 
. Goods 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - More than one million 
kg of non-oil commodities worth 
$2.2 million have been exported 
abroad from Lorestan province 
this year, head of provincial cus- 
toms office Gholamreza Daraei 
said Tuesday. 

The goods including animal in- 
testine, clothes, apples and garlic 
were exported to Central Asian 
states, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emirates and Italy, he added, 
IRNA reported. 


augurates 


‘Hitrdreds of Projects i in Ilam 


8 :provincê by President Rafsanjani. 


: "Over RIS.10' billion’ have been 
+ spent or these projects which in=- 
clude chemical dye. soap, alu- 
minium ıensil. katbher producls, 


.poly-ethylene and delergenl pro- 
„ ducing factories. 


Furthermorê, some 185 devel- 
opment and . industrial projecls, 
` built at a cost of Ris.95 billion, 


.were inaugurated by President 
:. „ Rafsanjani in rural and urban re- 


Tekan Ties Servic ` 
‘TEHRAN: 101. tefecommunica=”” 
tion prgjects ‘completed ala cost. . 
Of Ris, 73-bilBon were put into.op 
£ration at. .presence .of President 
Akbar ‘Hashemi Rafsanjani. Mon- ` 
day ening tropghout this west- 
em prevince, 

Speaking on thé oêcasion the 
president sald that His administra 
lon places ;a great importancé ön 


JA: gions of the province Monday. 


.. President Rafsanjani, heading a 


` high-ranking delegation, arrived in 


. Harm province Monday. morning 
` ora four-day visit. - 


He asked ihe Tajik Parliament 


2 make more efforts in order to 
. help Tehran-Dushanbe expansion 
.„. of bilateral relations in economic, 


‘trade and technical sectors in addi- 


` . on to the already existing politi- 
` cul and cultural relations. 


Habibi added that the setting 


` UP of the parliamentary relations 


` and the formation of the parlia- 


... mentary friendship groups would 
` help dihe two nations’ promote 
. eis relations. 


` He indicated that the enforce- 


at . ert of the carlier agreements 


{Contd on Pg. 15) 


Tajik eqpiomic, trade and techni- 
cal relations as. wef as bilateral 
‘cooperation between the pe 
ments Of 1ha te0 comantries. 


.çıls of the rO nations should 0~. 
` eus their affoHS ifi order to further 


. bring abut anify,. peace and Ta- 7 : 
tional - solidlacty, IRENA reported .- 


` change its weekly service schedule at Bandar Abbas to cater for further improvement in your export 


. al import cargo transit times by making faster connections to and from the Mother Vessels at Dubai 
Jebel ا لھ‎ 


A5 SÎ 15, 1997 “MAERSK ASIA DECIMO” the dedicated MAERSK LINE feeder will change her 
: schedule te have arrivals/ departures in Bandar Abbas on every Wednesday/ Thursday respectively in- 
stead of present arrival and departure scheduled on every Sunday/ Monday. 
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TEHRAN (Dec. 31) — Parliament Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri in a meeting with the members of Iranian national soccer team awards 


Photo: Abbas Kowsari 


MADRID — Deportivo la Coruna 
said Monday it was ready to drop 
a threat to ignore a Spanish Foot- 
ball Federation sanction forcing 
the closure of its ground for one 
game folowing crowd violence. 

World football body FIFA had 
been set to intervene after the club 
said it would play its January 4 
encounter with Barcelona in its 
Riazor Stadium regardless of a 
federation ruling that the ground 
must close after coins Were 
thrown at the referee during a re- 
cent game there. 

Deportivo President Auguslo 
Cesar Lendoiro took the matter to 
a Madrid court which found thal 
the ruling should be suspended, 
thus allowing the game {o go 
ahead in principle. 

But FIFA, which does not al- 
low affiliated clubs to contest 
judgments by national associa- 
tions in the courts. reacted furi- 
ously fearing thal the 
slow-moving wheels of the judi= 
cial process would leave the mat- 
ter to fester for Years. 

FIFA thus demanded thar De- 
porth'o back down by Tuesday or 
face suspension from all competi- 
tions and possibiy even relegation. 

Lendoiro had hoped to have the 
association ruling declared invalid 
by the Spanish courts or even the 
European Court of Justice or. fail- 
ing thal, at least spin the matter 
out until after the lucrative match 


` with Barcelona. 


But those hopes were dashed 
when the rest of Spain's leading 
clubs failed to back his stand. 

Deportivo eventually decided it 
had no choice but to comply with 
the federation’s ruling, although it 
asked that it be applied after the ° 
Barca clash. The league had net 
responded to that request late 
Monday. (AFP) 
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Metrostars Sign Brazil's World Cup Coach 
to Two-Year Contract 


ing, and they were all, to a man, 
extremely excited.” Stillitano 
said. And far as recruiting: “lt will 
only help." 

In the team’s fîrst season, 
coach Eddie Firmani resigned af- 
tera 3-5 start. Carlos Queiroz took 
the team as far as the Eastem Con- 
ference semifinal, then left to 
coach Grampus eight of Japan's J- 
League. 

Parreira led the Brazilian team 
twice, in 1986-87 and during the 
1994 World Cup campaign, com- 
piling a record of 28-13-5. 

He coached Fluminese to the 
rio championship in 1975 and 
Jater won the Brazilian tile with 
that club in 1984. 

In 1982, he coached Kuwait's 
national team, and in 1990 led the 
United Arab Emirates team inlo 
World Cup play. Only one other 
coach,. Bora Milutinovic, has led 
three different national teams into 
World Cup play. 

Parrcira started with the Brazil- 
ian national team in 1970 as the 
physical preparation manager for 
the Pele-led World Cup champi- 


ons. (AP) 


LONDON, United [ Kirpdome Khia FEE a joiner fo Perthshire, and a chéss player, with two 


Parreira has been pursued by 
many teams, including the U.S. 
national team in 1995. He has a 
natural fan base in the Newark 
area, which has a sizable Brazilian 
and Portuguese population. 

The Metrostars spoke to him 
prior to their first season, mainly 
for his evaluation of other candi- 
dates, said gencral manager Char- 
lie Süllitano. At the time, Parreira 
was already committed to Fener- 
bahce. 

“We are very excited about it. 
It has been a long, arduous prOc- 
ess, but we were able to pull it 
off,” Stllitano said. 

Parreira chose the Metrostars 
offer over others from the national 
team of Saudi Arabia and teams in 
Brazil, Italy, Japan and Spain, 
Stillitano said. 

The deal was discussed earlier 
this month, while the coach and 
his family spent a week in New 
York, he said. 

“We're looking for a coach 
who is going to be with us for the 
long term, and who is going to de- 
velop our players.” Süllitano said. 

“I called the piayers this morm- 


NEWARK, New Jersey — Carlos 
AlJberto Parreira, who coached 
Brazil to the 1994 World Cup ti- 
tle, signed a two-year contract 
wilh the New York-New Jersey 
Metrostars, the major league soc- 
cer team announced Monday. 

Parreira, 53, a Brazilian, is 
kuaown as a master strategist but 
not for his boldness in tactics. He 
most recently took over FC Sao 
Paulo in Brazil partway through 
the last season. After he Worid 
Cup victory, be coached Seville of 
Spain, and the nexi season won 
the Turkish league title with Fen- 
erbahce. 

Terms of Parreira’s contract 
were not disclosed. He becomes 
the third coach for the Metrostars. 
The tearn, and major league soc- 
cer, enter their second season this 
spring. 

“This is a very exciting OpPOr- 
tunity for me as a coach,” Parreira 
said in a statement issued by the 
Metrostars, Parreira, who is on va- 
cation in Brazil, said he was “very 
impressed with the club's commit- 
ment to excellence and the plan 
for the future.” 


friends, set about inventing a version of the game that could be played by three peopie 
simultaneously. Eleven years later and 40,000 pounds sterling of investment, three-way chess is 
about fo be launched by a British-based games company. Undated photo shows the new board and 
pieces. 

{AFP PHOTO) 
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Vous to Stop the Rot 


| HORDON:.. Frank Clark vowed ‘to halt Manchester 
Ont part, Gat vore to bt ander Gye 
a eEah his reigti in the hot seat at the first division 


“Clark, . who took over on Sunday evenî 

ng after the 
:Fesigraon of caretaker manager Phil Neal, wîll be treading 
-& wellweorn path at the helm of a club which has fallen from 
challengers to the brink of the second division 


bt Şêats. 
Carle becomes the 15th manager inted ca t 
: ears and mire 3igiificantiy 1 ihe sith ر ا‎ 


he oly accepted the job after receîvîng assurances 
. Raf bê ould his own man and take full charge of the 


. ` CEY Shozo the Door to Book 
‘LONDON: Manchester City and their former manager and 
skipper Tony Book went their different ways on Monday to 
eg ran yA ie rer beg 

2 ا‎ Book joiped 1966. and captained the” side to the 
e arvan: ' ağue diãmpionshîp ih 1968, the FA Cup a year later and 
: fe teagne Gp and European Cup Winners’ Cup the 


Hewas distnissed Frank Clark’ 1 
e ا‎ < arrival as manager 
e Seala Jos Perugia | 
“FRUĞA Nûîo Scala was appointed coach of a to 
E E end speculation in ل‎ e 
e Hing 1 Perugia, iewly promoted and mid-table in the Serie A, were 
1 successhel. i» bringing in Scala after recent talks with him 
| about signing Roberto on loan from AC Milan and 
` wiiinîrig a UEFA Cup slot at the end of the season. 
The decision. poured cold water on talk that the former 
. Parra coach was ‘his time for a possible imminent 
ٍ Tin to a old do He rece o ol PS, ong e 
i: | - - < Duffy Jains Hibs 
ا‎ ' wai named as the new boss of Scottish 
e Hbermian after he quit frst division 


Duty sipindaran o lemme Donde or Seo day by 
xab shareholders at ther anniıal genera meeting his 
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ises ` for a complete Kracli 


` wilhdrawal fram he Golan 


Heights. Vice President Abdel 
Halim Khaddam said on Tuesday. 

“The U.S. offered us written 
commitments for an Israeli with- 


. drawal up to the June 4, 1967.. 


border lines and we will not ac- 
cept any negotiations below that 
level,” Khaddam said in anı inter 
view with the Lebanese newspa¬ 
per As-Safir. 


“We are still waiting for the 


tion of the peace talks from where 
they left olf.” he said. “But the 
queslion is, will Israel comply 
with this?” 


a complete retum of the Golan 
Heights, seized by Israel in the 
1967 Arab-Israeli war and an- 
nexed in 1981. 
“Damascus was told by Wash- 
ington that Israel does uot intend 
to launch a war against Syria and 
we have said that, besides our de- 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 
ISRAELI... 


“We are in the phase of draft- 
ing. There are no points of differ- 
ence. Theré may be a signing 
today,” be told reporters as he left 
the room at a hotel here where Is- 
raeli and Palestinian negotiators 
were meeting. 

Netaryahu has taken a tough 
siance on the Palestinian demand 
for a security role in guarding the 
Cave of the Patriarchs, Al-Khalil’s 
central religious site. 

“T will only sign an accord on 
Hebron if it guarantees our control 
over the Tomb of the Patriarchs 
and the security of the Jewish resi- 
dents,” the Israeli premier told 
Parliament on Monday. 

Aside from security differ- 
ences, talks have stuck over Israeli 
demands for control of building 
rights in and around Jewish settle- 
ments and Palestinian demands 


Two Egyptian officials are due 
in Gaza on Tuesday to help the 
Palestinians. with the drafting of 


city of Al-Khalil, an Egyptian of- 
ficial said. 

The two are Nabil Fahmy, po- 
litical adviser to Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Mussa and Mufid 
Shehab, a professor of interna- 
tional Iaw at the University of 


Egypt, the Palestinian Author- 
ity’s main Arab ally, provided le- 
gal aid to the Palestinians during 


tassfer of AF-Khalil to Palestinian 
self-rule and the long-awaited ac- 
cord could be signed on Tuesday. 


resolved, ard would be set aside 
for E summit between Israel 


Taleban Extends Conirol North 


's seat is held by 
n Rahim Ghaffoorzai, a rep- 
resentative of the government of 
President Burhanuddin Rabbani. 
afr) 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 


recognize the opposition. Victory 
in municipal,elections. 

Foreign Ministy spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardt called on 
Serbian President Siobodan 


as possible with opposition protes- 
tors on the sireeets of the Serbian 
capital. 

“If the Serbian authorities re- 
fusc a full and honest implementa- 
tion of the recommendations, they 
risk isolation and will be tuning 
their backs on the full reintegra- 
tion of (Belgrade) into the intema- 
tional comnumity,”” he said. 


above all for the rapid start of a 
real dialogue with- the opposi- 
tion,” he added. 

The Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) report compiled by for- 
mer Spanish Premier Felipe Gon- 
zalez said Belgrade should 

ize the opposition victory 
in 14 towns and cities. 

Rummelhardt said French For- 
eign Minister Herve de Charette 
would raise the issue in a tele- 
phone conversation Tuesday wth 
his Yugoslav counterpart Mîlan 


` Milutinovic. 


The Viennabased OSCE is- 
sued its report Friday afîer Gon- 
zalez headed. a factfinding 
intermatioral panel of investigators 
that visited Belgrade last week. 

In particular Gopzalez said: “It 
is my opinion ` that both the 
authorities and all political forces 
in the Federal Republic of Yugo- 


Paris “proposed . . that the 
Fiala i heir 
est support for the recommenda- 


“Our European partners ex- 
| pressed their fuli support for this 
proposal, which should be imple- 
menied in the very ncar future. 

Serbian President Slobodan 


cials in Belgrade said Milosevic 
could accept the findings of a 
team of mediators from the Or- 
ganization for Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe (OSCE), which 
urged Belgrade to recognize the 
results of tie November 17 polls. 


(Contd from Pg 1) 
SYRIA... : 
Hec also said Syria is still await- 
ing the fulfilment of U.S. prom- 
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Kabul Airport Bombed as 


KABUL — The Kabul intema- 
tional airport came under air at- 
tack Tuesday as opposition forces 
1aunched a brief New Year's eve 
raid in response to gain north of 
the Afghan capital by the Taleban 
militia. 

The end of year atlack came as 
the fundamenlalist Taleban were 


:- moving north to extend their con- 


iro! from Kabul, the prize they 
were fighiing for 12 monihs ear- 
lier. 


Major hospitals in Kabul re- 


porled no casualties from the air 


raid, most iîkely by jets of north- 
emi warlord General Abdul Rashid 


There has been an upsurge in 
air attacks on Kabul in recert days 
following ior military set- 
backs in the iı publicised bal- 
les as the Taleban move north 
from the capital. 


The raid took place al 2:50 am. 
(2220 GMT monday), awakening 
the sleeping capital as a barrage of 
anti-aircraft fire iept into the sky 
from the many gunner units based 


dul Rashid Dosta, a key mermber 
of the anti-Taleban alliance, was 
part of what appears to be a up- 
surge in raids on the capital in a 
response fo opposition military 
setbacks north of the capital. 

Residents living close to the 
airport confirmed that a single 
bomb fell wilhin its perimeter, but 
airport officials said there was no 
damage. 

One af the first Nights to arrive 


radio Shariat on Monday night. 


ALKHALIL (December. 30): Israeli police check the car of a Palestinian in the center of the West 
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Bank city of A-Khalil. An Israefî-Palestintan accord on the handover of Al-Khalil to the Palestinian 
Authority could be signed as early as December 31, ksraeli and Palestinian officals said on 
December 30 ahead of a decisive round of negotiations on the delayed fsraeli withdrawal, initially 


(AFP PHOTO) 


planned for March. 


Russian Troops Leave 
Strategic Groznv Airport 


information, promising only that 
troops would have left before 
presidential elections are held in 
the republic on January 27. 


Turkish 
Military Enters 
Northern Iraq 
KL Hunî Kurds 


— Several thousand 
a troops entered northern 
Iraq on Tuesday to hunt down 
Kurdish separatists who had at- 
tacked Turkish targets from bases 
there, the military said. 

Forty-three separatists from the 
oullawed Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK) and two Turkish 
soldiers were killed in northern 
Iraq in an ensuing operation by a 
‘brigade-sized” unit, the Turkish 
general staff said in a statement. 

“The ground and air opcratiors 
are continuing,” it said, adding 
between 100 and 120 PKK 
separatisis had been spotted in the 
Sinalh area in northern Iraq 
opposite the Turkish border town 
of Silopi. 


(are) 


Bodies of Five Murdered 
Belgians in Morgue 


Foreign Ministry here said. 

Authorities here did not name 
the victims. 

The Eritrean victim was buried 
Monday in Dcekemhare, some 40 
kilomctres (25 miles) south of As- 
mara. 

A Belgian diplomat based in 
Ethiopia on Tuesday said he was 
heading inmedialcly for Asmara 
but refused {o comment on the kiill- 


Ings. 
Belgium docs nol have an em- 
bassy in this northeast African 
comity. Eritrea, an Italian colony 
betwecn 1890 and 1941, became a 
British protectorate and then a 
province of Ethiopia before gain- 
ing independence in 1993. gp 


ASMARA - The remains of five 
Bcigian tourists killed by uniden- 
tificd assailants in northern Eritrea 
were taken to {he morgue at a hos- 
pital in Asmara, officials here said 
Tucsday. 

National radio reported Mon- 
day that the bodies of five Bcigians 
— four women and a man ~- and an 
Eriucan werc found Saturday in 
the Felfél region, some 100 kilo- 
mcircs (60 miles) from lhe capital. 

The radio did not give details 
but sak thc Interior Ministry was 
invcsligaling the kiilings. 

The viclims’ familics were 
alertcd Monday, and Eritrean 
authorities were wailing for ir- 
stuctions from the relatives, the 


hl erlax also quoted army 
sources in Moscow as saying the 
troop pull-out would continue 
with the last Defense Ministry 
units of the 205th brigade leaving 
Chechnya by Tuesday. 

Russian military officials have 
offered several alternative dates as 
the definitive deadline for the 
ıroop withdrawal. 

Interfax quoted military offi- 
cials on Monday as saying that the 
last remaining auxiliary units of 
the Russian Army would be pulled 
out within a week. 


Sukhoruchenko later denied the 


MOSCOW —— Russian troops 
have finally evacuated the civilian 
airport north of (he Chechen capi- 
tal Grozny, a key base for Russian 
forces throughout the 2!1-month 
conflict in the breakaway southern 


republic, Interfax news agency re- ` 


ported Tuesday. 

In line with an overall evacua- 
tian from the north Caucasus re- 
public, the last Russian troops 
pulled out of the airport on Mon- 
day night, leaving only units of 
the presidential guard in place at 
the strategic site, the agency 
quoted military sources as saying, 

Grozny’s civilian airport Was 


Kashmir Imposes Ban on 
Public Meetings, Speeches 


of loudhailers for public ad- 
dresses. 

They said the carrying of arms 
had also been banned for two 
months. 

Officials gave no reason for lhe 
ban, which comes ahead of India’s 
Republic Day on January 26 — an 
evenî during which Muslim activ- 
ists fighling Indian nıle in Kash- 
mir traditionally launch attacks. 

(AFF) 


NEW DELHI — Officials have 
banned public meetings and 
speeches for two months in Srina- 
gar, the summer capital of Kash- 
mir state, to preempt separatist 
violence, officials said Tuesday. 
The Press Trust of India quoted 
officials as saying in Srinagar that 
the ban, enforced on Monday, out- 
Jawed the gathering of more than 
five persons in public and the use 


Sudan Protests af Opposition 
Leader Mahdi’s Visit to Egypt 


Forcign Ministry official said. 
Sudanesc officials also ex- 
pressed “Khanoum’s dissatisfac- 


ton about the Sudanese 
opposilion activilics” in EgyPt, 
the official'added. 


Mahdi Sudan's firsi demo- 
cralicmlly elected prime minislcr, 
vas toppled in a bloodicss ımili- 
tary coup in 1989 which brought 
an Islamist-niliary junta led by 
Omar al-Bcshir to power. 

The !cader of the northern op- 
position parliy Umma said he fled 
Sudan in early December 1o ptc- 
venl thc Sudanese regime from Us- 
ing him as a “hostage. " 


(AFP) 


CAIRO — Suda has protested at 
former Prime Minister Sadck al- 
Mahdi"s visit to Egypt, saying 
Ciro"s welcome for lhe exiled 
opposition Icader did nol show 
“good intentions” towards Khar- 
toum. 

Mahdi, who fled his homeland 
for Erilrea {his month, visited 
Cairo Friday for lhc first time 
since 1987 on the opening leg ofa 
threc-monlh tour of Arab and 
European counlrics. 

Egypi's charge d'affaires in 
Khartoum, Ramadan al-Sherif, 
was informed by the Sudancse 
Foreign Ministy of he govern” 
ments “"disconent,”" an Egy plan 
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Leading Kenyan Opposition 
MP Quits Party, Parliament 


faction as the incumbent Bona- 
Fide Party officials and ordering 
new elections to be held within 
three weeks. 

Shortly thereafter, the issue 
took a dramatic turn when another 
court order granted Wamalwa’s 
faction leave to discipline Odinga 
after the Attomey-General Amos 
Wako confîrmed that another party 
had applied to the registrar to have 
tie radical MP registered as its new 
leader, claims he has strongly de- 
nied. 

Wako said his office had not 
approved the application because 
existing officials of the Moribund 
Labour Party of Kenya (LPK) had 
also petitioned the high court to 
stop the planned takeover. 

Odinga is sor of the late Odinga 
Odinga, the father of opposition 
politics in Kenya, who founded the 
Original Ford Party, which later 
split into two factions — Ford-Asili 
led by another opposition leader 
Kenneth Matiba, and Ford-K 


which the late Odinga led until his 
death in 1994, 

(AFP 
(Contd from Pg. 3) 
FURTHER... 


The first vice president stressed 
on Tajikistan playing a more ac- 
tive role in the bilateral economic 
cooperation. 

Raabov on his part, announced 
supports of the Tajik assembly to 
the Irano-Tajik accords and ex- 
pressed confidence that the pre- 
sent tour of Habibi to his country 
would bear positive results and 
would further deepen Tehran- 
Dushanbe economic relations. 

Praising the relentless efforts 
of the Islamic Republic of Iran for 
the selllement of peace and tran- 
quillity in the war-tom Central 
Asian Republic of Tajikistan, Ra- 
jabov expressed hope that Islamic 
Iran would continue its peace ef- 
forts in the next Tehran peace ne- 
gotiation : 

(Contd from Pg. 5) 


SWEEPING..... 

experl at Tel Aviv University, 
said a trenıcndous income gap in 
Israel also contributed (o workers’ 
dissatisfaction. Recent sLalistics 
show the top 10 percent of wage 
earners make 10 times more than 
the lowest decile. 

“The income gap in israel 
nowadays is amongst the highest 
in the democralc industrial 
world,’" Globerson said. ‘“This is 
no doubt a major, major reason for 
unresL '" A weekend poll on Is- 
rael's clannel 2 TV showed 59 
percent of respondents had a nega- 
tive view of Bıbi’s performance 
overall. compared to 36 percent 
who had a positive view, No error 
margin or sample size were avail- 
able. 

Ben Gurion Intemational Air- 
port, paralyzed by a wildcat strike 
Sunday. was not affected by Mon- 
day's protest. Sunday's action 
came after a top union leader was 
arrested for failing to show up alt a 
court hearing. The strike ended 
frre hours after a conlempt-of= 
court charge against tbe union 
leader was dropped. 

The strikes were estimated to 
cost Ure Israeli economy 3bout 
180 milion shekels ($ 56 million). 
Israel radio said lhe govemmenl 
issued 500 back{o0-work orders {0 
essential Bezeq Phone Company 
eunıployees and 50 to employees of 
the Rafael Military Industries. 

4ے 


NAIROBI ¬ Leading opposition 
Kenyan MP Raila Amolo Odinga 
on Tuesday quit the official paslia- 
mentary opposition forum for the 
restoration of democracy to Kenya 
(Ford-K) Party. 

Odinga told journalists here he 
was quitting the Ford-K Party, 
headed by the official opposition 
lcader Michael Kijana Wamalwa. 
to endayear-long leadership strug¬ 
gle between (hem. 

He said he was joining a new 
opposition party, the National De- 
velopment Party of Kenya 
(NDPK), which is said to have 
been registered in lhe nme of sev- 
eral Kenyan politicians, but has so 
far not been active. 

He also announced he was quit- 
ting his parliamentary seat in line 
with conslitutional rules. 

Odinga, who has claimed sev- 
eral times to have deposed 
Wamalwa ‘as the Ford-K Party 
chairman in a bitter leadership 
struggle over the past year, was 
officially the party's deputy direc- 
tor of elections. 

He has been leading a splinter 
faction in the party since he fel out 
with Wamalwa in the run-up to 
abortive party elections on April 
12, which had to be cancelled after 
a dispute over election delegates. 

Despite the cancellaion, Od- 
inga’"s faction went ahead lhe same 
day and beid its own elections, 
which President Daniel Arap Moi 
later said were properly held. 
Wamalwa mearwhile held his own 
faction’s elections at the same 
venue the next day, but they were 
disputed by Odinga. 

A consequent legal struggle 
culminated in a high court order 
last month confirming Wamalwa’s 


300 People 
Trapped in Russian 
Tunnel 


MOSCOW — About 300 people 
trapped by avalanches in a tunnel 
in the Caucasus mountains are in 
no danger, lhe Russian Emergen- 
cies Ministry said on Tuesday. 

"Their evacuation is just a mat- 
ter of ime," a Moscow -based min- 
istry spokesman said by telephone, 
adding rescue workers delivered 
fresh supplies to the trapped people 
on Monday. 

Officials said on Monday it 
would take at least two more days 
1o rescue the 300 people and their 
vehicles trapped since Thursday 
inside the four-km (2. 5 mile) Rok- 
sky Tunnel linking Russia's North 
Ossetia region with the breakaway 
Georgian province of South 
Ossetia. 

TTAR-TASS news agency said 
on Monday two women bad given 
birth while‘ trapped in the tunnel 
and one new-born child had died of 
the cold. Two other people were 
reported to have died in the area 
over the weekend. 

Rescue teams and doctors. en- 
tering the tunnel on foot, have 
managed to deliver food, medicine 
and warm clothing. Some of the 
trapped motorists refused to leave 
1he tunnel in case their cars were 
stolen or looted, Russian news 
agencies said. (Reuter) 
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British Referendum Party 
Embarrassed by Top Official’s Attack 


ing sovereignty. 

The Referendum Party Cuf- 
rently bas no MPs in the Com” 
mons, but claims to pose an 
electoral threat, particularly to the 


` Tories, with its plan to run candi- 


dates in every seat where the main 
candidate is not committed to a 
wide-ranging plebiscite on Europe. 

However, Bostock. who aban 
doned the Conservatives for the 
Referendum Party in the summer 
in protest over the Tories’ Euro- 
pean policy, said the party would 
never be able to carry out this strat- 
eBy. 
*The whole thing is a nonsense. 
It is just a complete and utter fal- 
lacy." he said. 

He has now joined the anti- 
European Union UK Inde- 
pendence Party, which is in favor 
of Britain's withdrawal from the 
European Union. 

A Referendum Party spokes- 
woman countered Bostock’s criti- 
cisms, saying that be was leaving 
because of bitterness over his fail- 
ure to drum up support for the 
Party. AFP 


LONDON — Britain’s Referen- 
dum Party was embarrassed on 
Tuesday after a top official quit his 
post, launching a blistering attack 
on the group, which he said was 
run by political "amateurs" and 
had tiny support. 

Former Conservative Party 
agent John Bostock, who resigned 
as one of the party’s regional cam- 
paign managers, said the organiza- 
tion had no more than 15,000 
supporters throughout Britain. The 
party claims to have 50,000. 

"Fifteen thousand out of 58 mil- 
lion people is a drop in the ocean. 
It is a nothing party," be told Brit- 
ain's Press Association. 

The group is headed by Sir 
James Gokismith, who is a Euro 
MP and who set up the Referen- 
dum Party with the declared sole 
aim of forcing the government to 
hold a referendum on Britain's fu- 
ture in 

The 63-year-old Anglo-French 
billionaire, who now spends much 
of his time în Mexico, denounces 
European Union meddling in Brit- 
ish affairs and Britain’s deteriorat- 


Burmese Junta Announces Arrests of 
41. People Following Student Unrest 


student unrest," Khin Nyunit said in 
a two-hour $peech, presenting his 
case with an array of photographs 
and documentary evidence. 

NLD officials said on Decem- 
ber22 that 64 members of the main 
opposition party had been picked 
up after a spate of student protests 
on the streets of Rangoon earlier 
this month. 

Khin Nyunt, who did not take 
any questions, dil not specify how 
many people were picked up fol- 
lowing the student demonstrations 
e RSS 
left in custody. 


BANGKOK — Burma’s military 
juntaon Tuesday blamed the oppo- 
sition led by Aung San Suu Kyi for 
recent student protests here and 
said 47 people were in custody for 
their involvement in the unrest. 

Speaking at a press conference 
Mibtary Intelligence Chief Khin 
Nyurt said that 47 people, includ- 
ing 13 members of Aung San Suu 
Kyi’s National League for Democ- 
racy (NLD) remained in detention 
following the student uorest. 

“The NLD together with other 
underground elements are found to 
be the main instigators of recent 


China’s Deng xiaoping 
Rushed to Hospital 


The report comes as state-run 
China Central Television (CCTV) 
is to start broadcasting a 12-part 
television series on tne paramount 
leader from New Year's day. 

Sing Tao, which once a week 
publishes a Hong Kong edition of 
the PLA-nun Liberation daily as ã 

supplement, said it was "unusual" 
for CCTV to start broadcasting a 
documentary film of a living state 
leader. 

Newspapers in Beijing and 
Shanghai on Tuesday ran promi- 
nent photographs of Deng to an- 
pounce the series. 

The program will cover Deng's 
rise through party ranks through 
the Long Marth and the foundation 
of the People’s Republic of China, 
and the downfall of the Gang of 
Four after Mao Zedong’s death, 
which heralded Deng’s return to 
power. 

It will also include Deng’s sub- 
sequent engineering of economic 
reforms thal moved China onto the 
world trade map. 

Deng was last seen in public 
during the February 1994 lunar 
New Year celebrations, when he ap- 
peared on television looking frail 
and ill. 

His health has since been a 
source of frequent speculation for 
years. allhough Family members 
continue to insist he wil! realise his 
ambition of seeing Hong Kong fe- 
tım to Chinese sovereignty on July 
1, 1997. AFP) 


HONG KONG - China's patriarch 
Deng Xiaoping was rushed to hos- 
pital in Beijing for emergency 
trealment last week, a Hong Kong 
newspaper reporled Tuesday. 

The Sing Tao daily, which has 
close links t10 the People’s Libera- 
tion Army (PLA), said the 92-year- 
old paramount leader was taken to 
military hospital No. 301 in west- 
erm Beijing after his health "obvi- 
ousiy deteriorated" in recent 
months. 

There was no official confirma-= 
tion or comment on the report from 
the Chinese authorities. 

Quoting a source in Beijing, he 
Chinese-language newspaper said 
Deng received emergency treal- 
ment, but it did not specify his con- 
dition or what kind of illness he 
was suffering frOM. 

According to Sing Tao's 
source, Deng has become a regular 
visitor to No. 301 hospital, the 
main Pla hospital. 

Reports over Deng’s health 
have regularly shaken stock mar- 
kets but this time there was little 
rcaction im Hong Kong or Shang- 
hai. 

Hong Kong’s key Hang Seng 
index feli O. 2 percent on Tuesday 
buı {traders said there was no link to 
the Deng stories. The Shanghai 
composite index fell 1. 8 percent, 
but Xin Jing, an analyst with 
Shenyin and Wanguvo Securities 
20. in Shanghai also said the Deng 
reports had no impact. 
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Opposition Supporters Defy 
.Priihe Ministers Attacks 


vinist” out 10 stir passions among 


Singapore television, BOWEVET, 
said Gohı had ruled out any debate, 
saying his differences with Tang 
ought to be settled in a court of law 

Tang, who was largely known 
only in Chinese cultural circles be- 
fore being lhrost to national promi- 

.nence by PAP attacks, has 


threatened t0 sue Goh aod former ` 


Premier Lee Kuan Yew for defa- 
mation. They have dared him to go 
abead. . 

The PAP, in power for 37 years 
vow, is already assured a majority 
wifi the opposition contesting less 
thar half the 83 seats, but has 


` tained its guns on a hotly corr 


Tang and Jeyaretnam are leading a 
five-man team in Thursday's gen 
eral electors. 


SINGAPORE — — Thousands of op 
position supporters ‘Tuesday 
swamped the financial heart of 
Siigapore in a show of support for 
a candidate singled out for attack 
by Prime Mirîster Gok Chok Tong 
ahead of Thursday’s elections. . 

Some 5,000 people jşmmed a 
riverside plaza in the banking dis- 
tic for a Hınchtime rally of he 


Workers". Party (WF) featuring. 


lrayer Tang Liang Hong, accused 
by Gob of being a dangerous. wan 
who pool ignite eflisic passions, 
Spoaking from 2 sage wih a 
red banner sayiig “Save Singa- 
poss, oot Gok Chok Tong." Tang 
and party ieader JB. Jeyarinam 
astulicd tbe ruling People"s Action 
Panty {PAP} before an anlience 


tut far ouuxasbered a PAP mect- 


IRE onthe samme spot the day before, 
Tung. S1, challented Gok to a 
kievised debzic amd accused the 
nilirg party of "plirying with fine" 
by 3ecusing hür of beitg a "chai 


Central African Capilal Calm û Day 
` After Clashes Leave Four Dead 


in Monday's fighting the rebels 
had taken up positions in Kouanza, 


Kouanga is now controtied by 
French soldiers who are here sup- 
porting lhe government. 

The clashes shattered a truce in 
force since December 5. 

They occurred around midday 
thıring an anti-govemment demo D- 


cades in piace n some areas of the 


‘city and the end to the intervention 
`" gf the French forces. 


{AFP} 


BANGUT ~ Calm rurroed to the 


38 Si Sicilian Mafiosi Sentenced in 
Last Round of Multiple Trials 


tence was handed down 10 Salva- 
tore lo Piccolo, head of the San 
Loren Gan, who was semenced 
10 24 ears .نەز ما‎ 

The Sicilian Mafia trials were 
launched in 1987 by Judge 
Giovanri Falcone, who was sub- 
sequently killed in a blast in May 
1992 arr? 


PALERMO, Sly i Thirty cig 
Nisfiosî were sentenced Toesday 
1û a fota of more than 300 yeas ih 


prisoe in the last end of musltgle 


trials of suspected memes of the . 


Sicilian Malia. 
The 38 wer sentenced to 2 yal 
of ZB yas, whilê 16 ofhers were 
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Minîstry spokésman Hiroshi 


Man Tis RD Fg Tals Traasures 


CAIRO, Egypt — A man who. tried to walk off xoithk some of Kix 
and thes claimed to have beenin 


Tut's priceless treasures 


j sng were 3 


2 ag 
fran po (e 0 14,500), the ly DARREL nanopaper 


reportediin its Tuesday 
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1 ۳ م‎ GEE 0 
LIMA, Peru (Dec. 30): A Peruvian police officer argues With a Japanese member of the press who wanîs 
to move closer to the Japanese ambassador’s residence in Lima, Peru, where 83 hostages are still being 
held. The rebel group Tupac Amaru Revolutionary Movement took over the house on December 17. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


` Peru Iniorms 


. Japan About Move 


. in Hostage Crisis 
TOKYO ~— ¬ The Peruvian govern- 


notified Japan: on Tuesday to 
expect a major.move later in the 


` day toward ã solution of the hos- 
, lage crisis involving 83 captives in 


the Japanese ambassador's: reşi 
dence there; a press report sald. ° 
‘Diplomatic sources told Kyodo 


News that Lima had said its nego- 


‘tion, "fhe Peruvian side forthe first 
time indicated a target date for the 
solution (ofthe hostage crisis). " 
Foreign Ministry officials here 
refused to comment on the Kyodo 
report from Lima. 
. „ "Basically, we think it is not 
desirable to comment on individ- 


` crisis "in close contac with the Pe- 


Hashimoto told a brief press con- 


`. ference in Tokyo earlier Tuesday: 
. "We shoukd not switch from opti- 


mis t0 pessimism over each and 
every news report " 

` .The83 hostages held by the Tu- 
pac Amaru mary Move- 
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Pakistan Government Makes New 
Bid to End Political Corruption 


toring candidates’ for polls ordered 
by President Farûoq. Ahmed 
Leghari after dismissing Prime 
‘Minister Benazir Bhutto on No- 
vémber 5, accusing ber of misrule 
and corruption. 

More than 10,000 candidates 
have filed papers for the 217 Nav 
tional Assembly and 483 provin- 


cial assembly seats. 


`Governtnent departments had 
released names. of defaulters and 
` Candidates wêre asked to repay 
[Gans and clear utility bills bj last 
` Saturday. to avoid disqualfication. 


However many candidates, in- 


cluding some high-profile polîti- 


cians, former MPs and .senatorş, : 
reportedly obtained court injmc-' 


tions, claiming their names had 


Deca ronl Iiuded ia fê de 


ISLAMABAD — Pakistan's in- 
terim government has made a new 
bid to eradicate political corrup- 
tion by erıpowering election tribu- 
nals to bar candidates who do not 
.repay huge bank loans. - 

The cabinet of Malik Meraj 
Khalid amended the 20-year. old 
people’s representation act on 
Monday to authorize election tri- 
bunals to take action against de- 

The new law says tribunals can 
disqualify anyone who defaults on 
loans, taxes, govemment dues, 
utility charges or has had any loan 
written off. 

Khalid’s government has faced 
strohg criticism of its alleged fail- 
ure to catch major personalities ac- 


cused of financial irregularities . 


under successive govemments. 
The interim premier, who will 
rule until a general election on Feb- 
ruary 3, had promised to end cor- 
ruption but recently conceded that 


Indian Train Blast Toll 38, 
Appeal to Rebels for Talks. 


Assam and adjoining states, havê 


not claimed spoasblity for the. 


bombing. . 

The train, the Brahmaputra 
mail was carrying some 1,500 pas- 
sengers to Delhi when two bomb 


blasts occurred late Monday, near . 


‘Fakiragtan in the remote Kokra- 
jhar district, 216 kilometers (133 
miles) from here. . 

Early reports had put the deal 
toll ai more than 100:۰ : 
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- Documents & Samplêe .. 
- Medication. „Service - 
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GUWAHATL, India.— - The gov- 
ernment of {he Indian state of AS- 
sam on Tuesday urged tribal 
militants to join peace talks after a 
terrorist bomb attack on a train left 
38 people dead and 63 injured. 

State Chief Minister Prafulla 
Kumar Mahanta appealed to Bodo 
tribal guerrillas, suspected of hav- 
ing staged Monday's bomb attack, 
to join "unconditional talks" on 
their campaign for a tribal home- 
land in Assam. 

*The militants are most wel- 


.. come to come.and have direct, un- 


conditional’ ıalks with the Assam 
govemınent or with New Delhi, 
whichever {hey feel best.” Mahala 
told AFP. ر‎ 

*The militants should come for- 
ward for talks instead of killing 
innocent people. We appeal to all 
seclions of people to cooperate 


` with ùs in our bid to fight terror . 


Bodo separatists, campaigning 
since 1987 for a trîbal homeland in 


Quake Measuring 
5.9 Rocks Southern 
Mexico 


MEXICO CITY — A large earth 


quake, measuring up to 5.9 on the . 


open-ended Richter scale, rocked 
southern Mexico early on Tuesday 
but there were no immediate re- 
ports of deaths or damage, authori~ 
ties and reports said. 

“The automatic reading we 
have is in the range of 5.8 to 5.9 
near the coast of Chiapas," said Jim 
‘Taggart, of the U.S. National 
Earthquake Information Service in 
Golden, Colorado. 1 

"We have not got a precise 
reading yet, we are still working 
out the details, bit it was pretty 
powerful," Taggart told Reuters in 
a telephone interview. 

News reports in Mexico said the 
quake was felt around 0642 local 
(0742 EST/1242 GMT) through- 
out the southern part of the county 
and even in parts of the capital. 

National radio network Radio 
Red said their correspondents re- 
ported the quake frightened local 
populations in the states of Ta- 
basco, Oaxaca and Chiapas. 


ins vain for the fourm 


Reward Offered Sifter Surfing Dog Js Stolen 
| LONDON — A reoard has been offered for the rebern of Max, 
7 he eas: ol or o Britisk 

papers reported on barr 
of the Brisk S: Te و‎ 
Tete Bounds, a formar oaplsin of fing Team, 


He has put up around the Welsh town of Haver- 
afore a 100 pound (170) reward in ax attempt 
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OECD Unions Urge Korea to 
Veto Labor Law 


South Korea officially joined 
{he Paris-based OECD on Decem- 
ber 12. 

The new labor law, which the 
head of state has yet to sign, would 
allow management a freer hand in 
expanding working hours and lay- 
ing off workers. It also bars multi- 
ple unions in a workplace for three 


years. 

Seoul officials say South Korea 
does not regard the TUAC letter as 
representing an "official OECD 
position," adding that the TUAC is 
an advisory body working for labor 
unions of OECD members. 

Enraged unionists started walk- 
outs last Thursday when the ruling 
New Korea Party pushed the un- 
popular law through Parliament in 
the absence of the opposition, 
along with a separate law increas-- 
ing secret police powers. 

South Korea's largest labor fed- 
eration on Tuesday warned that 
strikes would spread next month to 
the public sector. 


PARIS - Labour unions from. . 


OECD countries called Tuesday 
on South Korean President Kim 
Young-Sam to veto a conlroversial 
new labor law which is fueling 
strikes in his country. 

Ina letter, the Trade Union Ad- 


` visory Commitee (TUAC) of the 


Organization of Economic Coop- 
eration and Development (OECD) 
said the new law would contradict 
pledges made by Seoul ahead of its 
entry into the EICD this month. 

"The Korean governement 
made a solemn commitment to the 
OECD to réeform ils existing laws 
on industrial regulations to bring 
them in line with internationally 
accepted standards." said TUAC 
head John Evans. 

"Instead of honoring this com- 
mitment it has taken a giant step 
backwards . .. The continuing re- 
striction of free union activity com- 
bined with the removal of job 
security." said Evans, speaking on 
bchalf of TUAC’s 67 million 
workers. 


At Least 120 Killed as Snow and Ice 
Wreak Havoc Across Europe 


clears the points a at the Frankfurt main station 


FRANKFURT, Germany (Dec. 30): A railway employee 


to prevent the tracks from freezing. A white blanket covered the city afler heavy snow falls over night 


(AFP PHOTO) 


Heavy snow fell in many parts 
of Europe overnight, including 
southeast England where it was 


. blamed for the breakdown of a 


Paris-bound Eurostar train several 
miles into the Channel Tunnel] be- 
tween Britain and France on Mon- 
day evenıng. 

The French rail company SNCF 
said the train suffered a problem 
with its engine due to a difference 
in temperature inside and outside 
the tunne!.. The train had to be 
towed out of the tunnel, triggering 
delays throughout Monday eve- 
ning of up to five hours. 

Around 300 people were still 
blocked Tuesday by avalanche 
snow after spending five days 
tapped in a road tunnel in the Rus- 
sian Caucasus Republic of north- 


Ossetia. 
Rescuers used explosives in an 
al to blow away the mass of 
jw sealiûg them into the four- 
Rilometer {tfwo and a half-mile) 
tunnel, but work to free them is 
expected tojtake at least two more 
days according to a Russian gov- 
ernment spokesman. AFP 


number of bodies since gravedig- 
gers have refused to work because 
the ground is frozen solid. Some 43 
pcople have died in record low 
temperatures, 28 of them home- 
less, but the toll will almast cer- 
tainiy rise. There are no shelters for 
the homelcss in Bucharest, and the 
thousands of children who live on 
the sirects have been driven into 
the sewers to escape the cold. 

Al least 28 people are reported 
to have dicd of cold in Poland, 12 
in France, at least 10 in Russia and 
eight in Germany. 


when a temperature of nine degrees Celsius below zero was recorded. 


PARIS -- Much of Europe was 
braced for one of the coldest new 
ycar’s onı record as the number of 
dcaths from the icy conditions 
olimbed into three figures and 
transport networks including the 
Channel Tunnel suffered further 
disruption. 

The death toll attrıbuled to lhe 
glacial weather rose to at least 120 
Tuesday, with few counirics escap- 


ing fatalities. 
Romania was worst hit, where a 


spokesman for the Pathology Insti- 
tute said the cold roomsin the mor- 
tary could no longer cope with the 
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be Islamic bankers in the Philip 
pines, Indonesia and Brunei. 

To atiruc1 forcign investors, the 
govemmen of Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad also is devel- 
oping ‘Islamic Capital Markcls” 
using specially designed interest 
free bonds and other securities. 

Malaysian ambiüions lo be a 
Muslim version of Wall Street are 
part of Mahathir’'s effort to pro- 
mote {he country as a role model 
for Islamic socictics in embracing 
high technology and nıodem fi= 
nance. 

Eight Malaysian Islamic invest- 
ment funds hold shares worth 2 
billion ringgit ($ 780 million) in 
330 carefully screened companies. 
Approved stocks can’t bc linkcd 
to liquor, gambling or other enier- 
prises belicved to be sinful. 

‘““We feel that we have a good 
chance of attracting Muslin 
money from the region and farther 
away, the Middle East or wher» 
ever," said Nik Ranlah, an ofli- 
cial of Malaysia's Scecurilies 
Commission. 

““At the end of the day, it has to 
be sufficiently altracive, and it 
could attract non-Muslim as well 
as Muslim capital. '" The real 
prize would be a sharc of the hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars held 
idle by Muslims in the Middle 
East for lack of suitable imvest- 
ments. 

‘‘The cash is there. The ques- 
Lion is whether Malaysia uses 
enough (religious) rigor," said 
James Drummond of the Mfiddle 
Eastern Economic Survey, a busi- 
ness magazine based in Nicosia, 
Cyprus. 

Conservatives criticize Malay- 
sia for letting banks conduct Is- 
lamic and interesi-paying services 
under the same rof and Islamic 
stockbrokers handle companies 
that make some of their profit 
from interest payments. 

Skeptics also say’ its goal of a 
full-fledged Muslim financial sys- 
tem is impossible, because Bank 
accounts and other interest-eam- 
ing activiles are an inescapable 
fact of modem corporate life. 

“That concem is tue," Nik 
said. “But it just underlines the 
necd ta introduce the cecassary IS- 
lamic financial producls lo meet 
lhe needs of modem investors. '"" 


Municipality of Tehran in an 
| effort to establish Tehran’s 
First Museum of Maps and 
Images ts interested to 
enrichen its collection with 
authentic maps and images 


Thaf’s süll less lan the re- 
sources of a single big westem or 
Japanese Bank. But rapid growth 
in the industry has prompted Ci- 
tbank and other major inlerna- 
tional banks to open Islamic 
subsidiaries. 

In malaysia, Bank Islam's de- 
posits have grown to some 3 bil- 
lion ringgit ($ 1. 2 billion). while 
other barks havc followcd in its 
foolsteps by opening separale 
teller windows 10o handlc Islamic 
transactions. 

One institution, Arıb-Malay- 
sian Bank, has issucd southeast 
Asia's first Islamic Credit Cand - 
an intercs!-frce Visa Card. 

Users can charge an amount 
equal to their deposits in the Bank. 
and the fee is a percentage of their 
annual spending. 

Eager to cmphasize thcir mar- 
kel appeal, Islamic bankcrs point 
out thal they aiso attract thousands 
of mortgage borrowers from the 
Chincse and Indian minorities in 
Malaysia's population of 17 mil- 
lion people. 

The cost of an Islamic mort- 
gage is about (he same as studard 
home financing. But borrowcrs 
are lured by ils simple terms - a 
flat monthly fee that eliminates 
the uncertainty of variable interest 
mites oflen used by traditional 
banks. 

One institution, Bank Rakyat, 
says only 2,000 of its 14,000 de- 
positors in interest-free Islamic ac- 
counts are Muslims. 

"People are looking at the bot- 
tom fine. There will be times that 
Islamic banking is cheaper, some 
times that it is more expensive,’ 
said Wan Ismail Yusuf, chief ex- 
ccutivc offîcer of Bank Islam's 
Rescarch Institute. 

Wan Ismail. dapper in a pin- 
striped suit and blue tie, is part of 
the cosmopolitan face of Malay- 
sian Islamic banking. His 27ih- 
story office could be in London or 
New York, except for the arrow 
on lhe ceiling pointing toward 
Mecca, which lhc faces five times 
a day for prayers. 

Religious scholars at the insli- 
lie review Bank Islam's new 
products and sell consulüng serv- 
ices lo some of Malaysia's other 
banks. They haye advised would- 


you may have to donate, sell 
or just display at the 
museum. For more 
information contact us at: 
Tehran Geographic Information Center 


P.O. Box: 597, Tehran, 19575 


` concemed with morality than 


profit when he opened an account 
in 1983 at fledgling Islam, the first 
in Malaysia mın by Islamic 
principles. 

Möst imporilant was Islam's S 
ban on interest pay menls a5 USUIY. 
Fawzi and Muslim depositors 
would not be paid interest on the 
money in their accou ralhcr, they 
would share in the Bank's profils 
on its investments in businesses. 

Bul ask Fawzi, a municipal sur- 
veyor, why hê uses Bank Islam to- 
day, and h docsn't even memion 
religion. 

*“Convenience. I('s near my of- 
fice in city bal," Fawzi said one 

sunny morning outside onc of the 
Bank’s branch offices in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia’s buslling capi- 
tal. ‘They have checking, cvery- 
thing 1 need. '’* Once uscd only 
by the pious, Islamic banking has 
taken off in Malaysia as a con- 
sumer industy offering mort- 
gages, an Islamic Credit Card and 
a growing array of sophisticated 
financial services. 

Wilh government encourage- 
ment, lhe county"s financiers are 
tying to use their innovations {o 
take the lead in a multi billion-dol- 
lar global industry founded in 
egypt three decades ago. 

Islamic banks are common in 
the Middle East, and have sprung 
up as far away as London and the 
philippines. The thcocratic leaders 
of Iran and Sudan require their 
bankers to do all of their business 
by Islamic guidelines. 

The bedrock of the industry is 
the ban on interest payments, 
which are regarded by the koran, 
Islam’"s holy book, as exploitation 
because dcposilors and 1enders 
make money without providing la- 
bor or sharing risks. 

Islamic banks pool deposits to 
invest in construction, comınodi- 
tes trading and other businesses 
that don’t profit from interest pay- 
ments. 

` Commercial borrowers pay the 
Bank and its depositors a share of 
their profits instead of interest. 
Thal involves risk, because the 
Bank docsn"t know in (ıdvance 
what the profit will be. 

Led by giants iike Saudi Ar- 
bia's Al-Rajli Baking and In- 
vesumcm Corp. „ which hus $ S8 
billion in assets. {he world's Is- 
lamic bankers are bclicved to pre- 
side over total deposits of ııp (O $ 


World Economy i ` ا‎ 


Too Much ofa Good Thing? 


a investors are counting 
on the successful hunch of the 
Europcan single currency in 1999 
and have placed bels accordingly. 
“If that docsn'l happen, you could 
Et almost a nucicar explosion in 
Europe,’ Hormats said, with in- 
terest rales in many countries FiS- 
ing and turmoil in currency 
markets. 

Concem about Japan Bergsten 
also sees reasons to be concerned 
about the economic oullook for 
Japan. .""I'm very scepical about 
any significant pick-up in Japan," 
he said. “It's conceivable (o me 
that Japan could drop inio a new 
recession,” Japan’s recovery 
this year has been fuelled by 
stepped-up govemment spending. 
But fiscal policy is expected to 
tum restrictive next year, as poli- 
cymakers raise taxes and rein in 


„spending to trim Tokyo’"s bloated 
budget. 


That in tın would put more of 
an onus on the U. S. economy to 
year. 

James Griffın, vice president of 
Connecticut-based AELTUS In 
vestment Management, voiced 
concern that other countries were 
looking too much to America for 
growlh by deliberately trying to 
depreciate their currencies against 
the dollar. 

Cline pointed to another poten- 
tal source of concem for the 
United Slates — the highHlying 
stock marke {hat some analysts 
fear is setting itsclf up for a crash 
that could sap confidence and 
cripple he econoIny. 


come on the hecis of 3. Š percent 
growth this year and would be the 
‘best performance since 1988, 

of Wall Street broker Goldman 
Sachs International, said the world 
economy has a lot going for it — 
inflation is moderate, markets are 
more open and budget policy 


` more sensible. 


But, like Bergsten, he worries 


` ` - that tighmMisteod governments may 


be placing 1o0: beh of 2 bud 


ok monetary policy — lower it 


_Terest rates — to generate growth 
in 1997. 


Worries over EMU implica 
tions perhaps: the biggest focus of 
concem is Europe, where coun- 
tries are striving to cut deficits t0 
meet tough crileria for participa- 
tion-in the 1999 lannch of Enro- 
pean Monetary Union (EMU) at a 


` time when their economies are 


“One of the biggest risks 1o the 
global growth scenario is 
Europe,”” said John Praveen, sen- 


ior international economist at Wall 


Street Broker Morrill Lynch. 
Wilh uncmployment in many 


. European countries at or near re- 


cond highs, consumers are un- 
likely lo go on a buying binge, no 
matter how low interest rics are. 


` And that in tım will make conıpa- 


nies loth 10 spend more lo add 1o 


If growth does not pick up as 


. expecied in Europe, that would 


pusk up government spending on 
unemployment and olhcr bcncfils 
anl depress tax revenues. That in 
tum would force govemmecnls tO 
tigen budgets furber if they 


. Want {o join EMU. aggravating 


the slowdown in a downwaurd spi- 


WASHINGTON — The wodd’s 
economic expansion iS cxpecicd fo 
Bather paê next year, analysts 
Say, provided rich countries do not 
take wind out of by trying to do 
too mach of.a good thing, 


With the United Stnles, Japan . 


and Europe all sczking to slash 
goverment budget deficits ' in 


1997, some analysts fear that lhe 


run becauée they free resgurces 


for usc by the produciivc privale 
sector, they cart drag down growth 
in the short ktrm as government 


0 is o and. taxes ae 
E 


fiscal contraction thal lads to a 
cumulative global . economic 


weakening,’ said Fred Bergsten, . 


director. of the Iostihte for Inter 
naliona} Economics Think Tank. 
That is not {he consensus fore- 


sce global growth specding up in 
1997, as Europe shakes off this 
rcar's doldrums, Japan's economy 
.ccovers. firther and the United 
ates slows down slighlly. 


“The base case is for sort of 


middling growth, stcady as she 


managing director of he Insitute 
of Intemational Finance, an advo- 
banks and other financial’ niarket 


in Hs latest forecast, the Teter 


natiouêl Mouetay Fsod predicted 
that world outpot wil expand by 
4. 1 peren Bêt yeas. That would 


e Strike Shuts Down 


`. 1: Israel for Second Day 
٠ BETALMOQADDAS —~ bm a 


retics and raise income AX. 

Meanwhile, labor has estimated 
tial goverament subsidies to the 
Jewish sctlements will cost he 
taxpayers $ 300 nıiltion a year. 

Amir Peraz he Histadnıt 
Chicf, said that as a resull of he 
govcmmenl’s policies CvCrY 
workcr will losc 2,500 shekcls 
($781) to 3,000 shekcls (5938) a 
year. 

Arye Globerson, a labor studics 

(Contd on Pg. 15) 


YUMURTALIK, Turkey (December 16): Tankers at {he oil terminal of the sourther Turkish 


. day showed that he econoniy 
‘grew in 1996 by only 4 percenl lo 
5 percent, compared 1o over 7 per- 


` eek lhe previous year. Next year’s 


figure is expecled to fall close 1o 
zem per capita. 

To offset the resultant declining, 
tax revenues, Bibi has nıovcd 1O 
raise iaxcs and slash the $ 53 bil- 
lion 1997 budget by some $ 2 bil- 
lor. The plan would reduce 
spending on social services, im- 
poşe new taxcs on gas and Ciga- 


Mediterranean porî of Yıumurtalik are loaded with iraqi crude oil from an lraqi- Turkish pipeline. The 


resumption of Iraqi oil exports for the first time in six years un Jer an easing of the UN embargo against‏ ا 


Baghdad will provide a major economic boost for Turkey wi.ich was also hît hard by the sanctions. 


(AFP PHOTO) 
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‘alliance between June and AuguSL 
"The situation will be hot, but 


tion will ru smoothly. The PDI, 


sec a brigiler future. There wil be 
a reconciliation between its chair 
man Surjadi and Megawati in 
April" he was quoted as saying. 
Permadi Satriowiwoho, con- 
victed in İ995 for blasphemy after 


OTA, 


CT 


be anî unpredictable yéar because 
it was the climax of the "crazy era" 
in the Javanese cycle. 

`“ "There will be mıore natural dis- 
asters like earthquakes, typhoons, 


3 
8 
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and terrorism irrvolving not only 
civilians but armêd forces mem- 


16 Elephants Die 
‘of Starvation in 
Indian State 


elephants at sanctuaries in the 
eastern Indiafî State of Assam 
have died of starvation, officials 
said recently. 

"About :İ106: elephants owned 
by the Slate Forest Department are 
facirig starvation as supply'of ele- 


0 
2 
ف 
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Assam Wildlife said on condition *, 
of anonymity. 

The official said contractors 
have stopped supplyinğ nk 8 
feed to the Kaziranga and 
sanctuaries due to non- a + 
of bills by the state government. 

“A number of 1hese elephants 


. are also suffering from diseases,” 


he said. 


2 The forest Officials use the ele- 1 


phants (o patrol the sanctuaries for 


`" jflfeğal. poaching of one-hormed 1 


GENS an. COLORES y- 
© Rage: Saiirah, the lale rest 


` "S1eps are being taken to re 


und the frozen fountains on Saif E : 


` jt will be ınder control. The elec- . 


` now torn by internal conflict, will 


` ğivîng a speech, said 1997 would 


`. volcanic eruptions and there will 
_ be more riots, violence, murders 


. bers and government officials," he 


, GUWAHATI. India ~ Atleast 16 


phant feed has been stopped due to 
. paucity of funds," an officiatof the 


„ minister said the government 
„„ Would take irımediate ıneasures to 

` make available more finds.. 
eSB BAE 2 
1 . lease funds for supply of elephant 


Some 1,000 horses aré to par- 1 


i RSE 


another tem. - : 

Politics in Indonesia this year 
was dominated by the govem- 
ment-backed split in the Indone-. 


sian Democratic Party (PDI) when 7 
iis leader Megawati ‘Sukarmoputri -. 


was ousted by rival Surjadî in a 


` party congress in Medan in June. 


Megawati’s supporters were 


violently evicled by police from 
- PDI headquarters on July 27 in an 


act which triggered widespread ri- 
oting in the capital, the like of 
which bad not been seen for more 
than 20 years. Five people died on 
that day. : 

Ki Gendeng Pamungkas, who 


claims to have leamed voodûo in 


Nigeria and Haili and to have. 
killed hundreds of people with . 
black magic, predicted a recur- 
rence of such an event. : 
“A bloody iot such as the OnE 


on July 27 this year might happen 
again in 1997," he was quoted as 


saying. 
Pyschic Mama Terate was less. 


specific, saying: *The year 1997 . 


will be an unfavorable year for... 


everybody on {his planet." 

` Putki Wong Kam Fu said 1997 
was not only the year of the ox, but 
the fire ox, so there would be a 
tendency for many things to be 


tumed upside down “The situ : 
r he ri sg 


ing non-government organiza- 


tions ãnd studénts, would forge an : 


“Queen Elizabeth I Ts 
Getting Keen to Party: 


tional divorces of Prince Charles 
from Princess Diana, and of Prince 
Andrew from the former موھ‎ 
Ferguson. ب‎ # 


One event tO mark the anniver- 


` sary of the November 1947 wed- ` 
ding of the then Princess Elizabeth 5 
with Prince Philip .of Greece = 


now officially known as ihe Duke 
of Edinburgh. -- .is the biggest 


ain. 


ticipate ina 90-mihute 


spectacular -. 
at Windsor Great Park; west of the 


British capital, celebrating: the 


.qucen’s passion for all E ي‎ 


SE 


Peter's Square, in Rome, Europe shivered as icy winds gusied in from Siberia, Keeping temperatures 
below freezing in a cold spell wich has alréady cajaned about 50 ives. - 


Indonesian ET 
See Another Gloomy Year . 


JAKARTA -- Indonesian 
paranormals have predicted 
another gloomy year for their 
country in 1997 in an annual 
survey published by the Jakarta 
Post newspaper recently. 

The same group of seers last 
year forecast with a degree of ac- 
curacy that the political tempera- 
ture would soar and corruption, 
manipulation and collusion would 
run even more rampant. They also 


predicted increased natural disas- 


ters. 

“The year of 1997 will not be 
better than 1996. Wicked people 
will be more vicious. Those in 
power will be more arrogant and 


mean," prominent soothsayer Ki . 
Ageng Selo was quoted as saying, - 


Hundreds died in a ferry sink- 
ing in Aceh in February and the 
nation was shaken by the death of 
the President Subarto’s wife in 


„ April. Earthquakes struck remote 


` provinces throughout the year, 
while floods in the capitai killed 
more than 20 people. 


Predictions of soothsayers are 
watched closely by a large number 


` of Indonesians, including some in 


high positions, who still hold to 
many superstitious values despite 
rapid modernization. 


In a recent scandal, for exam- 


ple, a local official from 
Yogyakarta was found (o have 
paid more than 400,000 to a secer, 
said to be acting as an inicrmedi- 
aıy, so be could be reappointed for 


LONDON — Having had it up to 
here wilh her children’s divorces, 
Britains Queen Elizabeth I is. 
thinking of celebrating her SOth 
wedding anniversary next year in 
grand style. 
Buckingham Palace revealed 
recently that the queen and Prince 
Philip are toying with the idea of 


Ifit goes ahead, lhe bash should 
go some way to_erasing the-bad 
memories of the past year’s sensa- 


A White Sùrprise 
in Rome as . 

Snowflakes Fall 
ROME — There wasn't enough for 
a snowman or even a respectable 
suowball. But there were plenty of 
surprised looks into the gray 
clouds. 

Hi snowed in Rome. 

The Iast dusting of snow in 
Rome was more than a decade 
ago: February 10, 1986. A few 
inches fell in January 1985. 
rain in the center on Sunday. In 
some of the hilly areas of the city, 
however, enough snow fell to 
bricfly cover cars and sidewalks. 

Children scooped up some 
snow witb their fingers and adults 
reminisced about. the previous 
white winters in Rome. 

Although low-lying Rome 


rarely gets snow, it’s common in ° 


mountainous areas throughout It- 
aly. 

The latest cold snap has 
plunged temperatures below zero 
in many parts of the country and 
ا‎ snow as far south as Sic- 


Mother Teresa Miracle’ Bun 
Draws Nashville Crowds 


said Bernstein, “but it’s attracting 
an awful lot of attention." 

"Yes, that’s Mother Teresa all 
right," one customer said. 

The bun was made on October 
15 and local musician Ryan Fin- 
ney was about to take a bite when 
he noted the uncanny resem” 
blance. 

"I almost ate it," be said. The 
staff decided to preserve it, and a 
young Nashville filmmaker even 
made a short movie that reportedly 
has sold 100 copies. 

Shop manager Ann Loree says 
the staff have a lot of fun with their 
hard work and "We think that 
spirit is why we were chosen for 
the Mother Teresa cinnamon bun." 
They plan to put a picture of the 
bun on the Internet. 

Quoting a saying by Mother 
Teresa, the Nobeli Peace Prize 
winner who is recovering at her 
home in India from heart surgery, 
Loree said: "Where there is great 
love, there are always mir- 
acles." 


U.S. Minorities Face Growing 
Gap in Student Hchievement 


made quite extraordinary progress 
in narrowing the zap between 
white and minority kids, but the 


tor of the education trust. 

Figures varied for different 
grades and subjects. On science 
tests, black 17-year-olds scorod 54 
points below whites in 1969 on a 
scale of 500 points. in 1986 the 
figure was 45 points and in 1994 
49 points. The maths gap was 40 
points in 1973, 21 points ii’ 1990 
and 27 points in 1994, 

Hispanics in that age group 
scored 44 points lower than whites 
in science in 1982, 34 points lower 
in 1992 and 45 points lowcr in 
1994. In reading, they scored 41 
points below whites in 1975, 22 
points below in 1990 and 33 points 
below in 1994. 

The education trust report said 


continuing difference in access 
between whites and minorities. 

The report said the current ef 
fort to sct higher standards for all 
clıildren was an important part of 
reversing the trend. Minorities 
have oficn و ا‎ 
standards than whites. 


Police Seeking 
Ex-Prisoner Over 
Swiss Train Robbery 
GENEVA ¬ Police probing a train 
hold-up earlier this monlh are 
seeking an ex-prisoner who 
boasted of his plans for a mail 
robbery and may have mc! great 

train roþber Ronald Biggs. 
Police Chief Paul Bezcacona 


told Swiss Romande Television’ 


recently that the man, identified 
only as Hansi S., 46, had told fel- 
iow inmates before hîs rcicasé 


- from jail on December 10 lıat he 


N sas i “a big 
iob". 


It would not be a bank robbery - 


but a mail van raid, he had said. 
The day after, five maskcd gun- 
men robbcd a Zurich-Gencva train 


of 20 sacks of mail conilaining an” 


estimated half a million Swiss 
francs ($400,000) and got1 clean 
away. 


am 


WASHINGTON — U.S. minority 
students who were once narrowing 
the student achievement gap with 
their white counterparts are again 
falling behind, according to a 
recent report. 

The New York Times, citing a 
study by the non-profit National 
Research Group Education Trust, 
reported that the gap in overall test 
results between white and black 
students declined by about 50 per- 
cent in the 1970s and 1980s. 

The gap between whites and 
Hispanics fell by about one third, 
the report said. 

,„ "Between 1970 and 1990 we 


NASHVILLE, Tenn —~ Hundreds 
of people have flocked to a small 
Nashville coffee shop to see a 
"miraculous" likeness of Mother 
Teresa — on a cin bun. 
Visitors were lining up at the 
Bongo Java Coffee Shop to stare 
at the bun, which was glazed and 
Put on display in a glass cabinet 
after a customer who bought it re- 
marked how its shape looked like 
the Rdınan Catholic missionary. 
The cinnamon bun is said to 
bear an amazing likeness to the 
nuns face, complete with her bead 
covering. Most customers smile at 
the sight, but some regard it as a 
genuine miracle, said coffee shop 
owner Bob Bernstein. 


"It started out as a fun thing," 


Woman 
Stabbed 113 
Times 


MACON, France ~ French police 
questioned several people recently 
afler the body of a woman aged 20 
was found at the side of a forest 
track with 113 stab wounds to her 
abdomen, police said. 

The woman, Christelle Bletry, 
was found by a postman on Satur- 
day near Blanzy, central-eastem 
France, where she lived. 

She was last seen late Friday 
night when she left a friend's 
house to return home. 

A post mortem showed she had 
not been sexually assaulted, but 
owing to the extreme cold, it was 
not possible to establish the exact 
time of death. 

Police said there was no imme- 
diate suspect. They were concen- 
tating their inquiries on Bletry’s 
circle of friends, and interviewed 
ber boyfriend who was later re- 
leased. (AFB) 


Another Child Has 
Hair ‘Eaten’ by Doll 


apart piece by piece when it 
chewed its way up her hair to her 
scalp. 

Sarah’s aunt, Kelly Nagy, and 
the owner of the hair salon where 
.the incident happencd, worked 30 
minutes to free the little girls hair. 


"She must have had it lying by 
her hair, and it must have sucked 
it down.” Nagy said. 


Early Saturday, one of the dolls 
chewed the hair of 7-year- old 
Amanda Gomez of _ New Haven, 
Connecticut. Her family told 
WFSB-TV that emergency work- 
ers had to take lbe batleries out of 
the doll and cut the girl's hair to 
free her, 

Fewer than 10 such irx idenis 
have bcen reported to the Joll’s 
manufaciurcr, Mattel İnc., since it 
went on the market in Scptcınber, 
company spokeswoman Lisa 
McKendall said. 


"Thcy’ve beer isolated inci- 
dents," she said. "Ali of our prod- 
ucts go through rigorous safety 
testing. We would never introduce 
a product that we didn’t feel 
passed ali the ... requiremenis." 


GREENVILLE, South Carolina ~ 
In the third such incident since 
Christmas, a little girl's hair got 
caught in the mouth of a 
battery-powered doll that mimics 


Three-year-oid Carly Mize 
started crying when her doil 


snagged her hair, and her mother “ 


said a patch of hair was pulled 
right out of her scalp. 

"I thought maybe she bad stuck 
her finger in the dolls mouth, so.1 
checked her fingers, but she was 
still crying," said her mother. 
Tammy Mize of Easley. "When I 
picked carly up, the doll was at- 
tached to the back of her head." 


The Cabbage Patch Snack 
Time Kid Doll, which is supposed 
to "eat" plastic french fries and 
other fake food, has no on- off 
switch, and Mrs. Mize said she 
tried to pry the doll off Carly’s 
head with no success. 

"It kept rolling her bair inside 
the head," she said. "I pulled her 
hair completely from the root. She 
is completely bald for naybe a 
hands-icngth all the way down the 
back of her head." 

Carly had received the doll for 


with her mother in a Greenville 
siore. 

Also last week, a doll belong- 
ing to 7-year-old Sarah Stevens of 
Griffith, Indiana, had to be taken 
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ing the preliminary studies and mar- 
keting works on the Common 
wealth of Independent States (CIS) 
and Arab countries. 

All domestic and intermationai 
art tools distributors are welcome 
to contact us for further informa- 
von. We also welcome joint in- 
vestment to expand our company's 
activities". Ghanbari concluded. 


foreign products in our market. 

“We are also glad to see that 90 
percent of the raw materials 
needed to manufacture our prod- 
ucts are supplied domestically and 
of very good quality. hoping to 
raise the percentage to 100 in he 
necar future. 

“We are working for exporting 
our products too, and currently do- 


Arsu Varnish Spray is used for covering and 
vamishing all oil paintings by artists and, 
designing and painting institutes. A thin layer of 
the Vamish Spray can prolong your aıcwork’s 


unexpectedly well. Applying 
modern machinery and proper 
packaging, we are trying to market 
the finest quality products, to sat” 
isfy the superior and different 
tastes of our artist customers. 

“We are now claiming that our 
products are superior, better and 
even cheaper than the foreign ri- 
vals, and there is no mom for {he 


tre, we should not import our art 

tools and instruments, and this is 

our motivation and goal,” said the 

Managing Dirtclor of Anus; Gait 
ari. 


“We started the plant wilh the 
initial capital of 910 million rials, 
So far we have produced and are 
marketing 4 of the 25 intended 
items. The market has responded 


ER TTS Promos oF Mt Toolim 


Several young Iranian experts 


. have done their best to manmfac- 
“tirre 25 professional painting items 


and specialized sprays by estab- 
lishing the Anus Company in 
Eshtehard Industrial Town. 

*“We are proud to presenf our 
great Iranian artisis with the first 


` Jranian painting products. Being 


5o ancient and rich in art and cul- 


Ars, & word İranian artists wil 


ists with x opportunity to blend - 


Sbonr want to be familiar with and 
substitute for foreign DAMES. 
We are offering the Iranian art- 


the people's potenfial and en 
yor fo exhibit if a5 a sign of 
thoughts, چ‎ 


* Applications: 


Arsu colorless spfay. is. used for all art 
painting’s surfaces -inchading: Niello, color 
pencil, pastel, crayon, ‘calliğraphy, illumination, 
miniahıre, ête.., by aitists and designing and 
painting institutes, A. thin layer of the Vanish 


life by several times. You can use it ideally on 


a O E EE RE 
+ 1 6-to 12-month-old artworks twice an hour. 


times. 
* iow fo Apply: 

Place the artwork slighty above a horizontal 
surface, Test the spray, hold 25 to 30cm away 


from the object, and by pressing the tip hard, 
spray a thin layer on your artwork. . 


2 Preeuutions: 


Make sure the object to be sprayed is 
completely dry and placed slightly above a 
horizontal surface. Test the spray, hold 25 to 
30cm away from the object, and by pressing the 
ا‎ tip hard, spray a thin layer on your artwork. 
Use Spray in mild temperatures. Do not 
expose spray to direct sunlight or temperature 
exceeding 50 degrees Centigrade. Not 
| recommended for use on’ ‘uneven surfaces 
`. having methyî compounds. . 
.“. Nef recommended. for use in indoor 
„.,  Unventilated areas. 
Do. not expase artwork to heat before it is 
completely dry. 


Use spray in mild temperatures. Do not expose 
spray to direct sunlight or temperature 
exceeding 50 degrees Centigrade. Not 
recommended for use in indoor unventilated 
areas. Do not expase artwork to heat before it is 
completely dry. 


... All domestic and 
` interna tional arf fools 
distributors are ‘welcome 
to contact us for further 
information. We also ۰ 
welcome joint 
` investments to expand 
our eompanys 8 ves. 


شرکت آرسو کستر بامسئولیت محدود 
تلقن : ٩۲۲۵۸۱‏ قکس : ٩۲۲۵۸۱۲‏ 
an Co. Lidl TO: DESTDA‏ 


Pm GOED 


The %5 items scheduled for production including (he four already produced. 


Are, & worl Iranian artists will soon want to be 


1- Fixalive Spray 
familiar ath, emd substitute for foreign names. 2- Varmish Spray 
E 3- Water Color 
ہے‎ 2 4 Colors 
: ا‎ E 0 ۹ 5- Crayons 
We are proc. Bo present our great Iranian atiists &- Oil Paint ١ 


7- Linseed Oil (ın glass containers! 

8- Terebenthine (in glass conlanmers) 

9- Fixative Solution (in g!ass containers) 
10- Vamish Solurion (in glass containers) 


with the first Irian painting products. 


Anis prodaca arc xesiabie a 


j AM Shalryasd Chile Stores, 9 Zarkoo {890661} 1 1 e (in glass sonaiiers)‏ ج 
mm 8 2- Lolor Paste! (mullico lor |‏ 
unl the folowing store, 10- Virion (275103) 13- Pastel Chalk (white)‏ 
Andishand, {OO Yi-Koatbch Noor 14- Painting Canvas +»‏ -1 
Rasan (GHSEI29): {Isfahan - 031 262516) 15- Painting Brush (various types)‏ -2 
Bahman {64 13348) t2- Honarkadeh Fajr LL E‏ - 3 
o pra (in 200 milligram cortainers)‏ ) 041 -3 
O 13 Joker -.-. 19- Ekoline (soluuion fluid)‏ 
5-Kangon (§7TI262 h044] 38673 20- Ball Pointer Correction Fluid‏ |„ 
İ ö- Honagjino (271248) {(Urumic 1 21- Ceramics Equipment‏ 
Paya (Rast 0131 20122) 22. Ceramics Clay‏ 14 0 : 
7e Picasie (E335. 15 Stabrang 23- Color Pencils‏ 


24- Designers" Nolebook 
25- Designers" Charcosl 


3rd floor, No. 16, Nader Alley, Tohid St., Tehran, 1.R. of Iran. Telephone No. 922581 


Arsu {Gostar} Co. Ltd. - Registration No. 121746 


Abfam Toos Co 


bie Water 


voices its readi- 1- Producer of 
ness to accept the packaged 
representatives to water in dispos- 


dispatch its in- able ` containers: 
dustrial and pota- bag, bottle, glass 
ble products to and gallon. 

the remotest cor. 2- »Consultant, 


TEHRAN TIMES 


packaging in dis- 
posable contain- 
ers (PET) which 
includes: 

a- Nylon bags 


S0cc to 4 liters 

b- Bottles with 
capacities of 0.5, 
1, 1.5, and 2 lit. 

cc Disposable 


glasses ners of the coun- designer and 
d- Four-lit. gal- commissioner of 
lons Abfam Toos Abfam Toos water and liquids: 
Co., hereby Company is: packaging sys 
Adldress:i0th Kilometer of ۰ Tehran Office: No. 29, 3rd Î. 
Ghoochan Road, Mashhad. flr., Shahid Ghazani Atiq Alley, i. 


‘North Felestin St. Tel: 896948, 


8897466-1 


FOR THE 
ATTENTION 
OF GLASS 
MERCHANTS 
AND TRADING 
COMPANIES 


SAY Ã2 J AAs a leading producer of clear Est : 
glass in Iran is currently planning to expand its - 
presence in regional and international markets, 
Now, we are in a position to offer clear sheet glass . 
ranging between 2mm to 12mm with conmapetitive : 
prices and quality that is consistently maintained i i. 
accordance with international standards; 2 


gang 


SEKAEH 


To Find Out More, Please Forward Your Inquiries to: ا‎ 


Nain Office Phone: (021) 678955 


19, Jamally Alley, 679789 


Jomhurî Ave. Fax: (021) 6279869 


Tehran, Iran 11358 Telex: 214461 KESK 


Tel: (051)  118%@ 


Fax: (051) 811127 


3s Gilan 


o7 as Srohaas. 


such as Dr. Barzigar as well as 
modern medical facilities, thi 
nursery institution is exemplary i 


will do my best to atiract world 
medical and welfare socicties” 
supports for this charity institu 
tion 

It should bc noted that, during] 
his visit. Prof. Reza Nasiri granted 
considerabic cash to Rasht Mozh. 
dchi Socicty for the Orphans. 

Thosc interested in granting fi- 
nancial supports for Gilan Nursery 
House for the Handicapped and 
the Elderly may deposit their cash 
at central banks Rasht: 

Mali: Acc. No. 90006, Tejarat: 
6848, Sadera: 2780, Mellat: 
56062, Refah Karegaran: 570. 


Accouni numbcrs for Rasht So- 
cicly for the Orphans: 

Acc. No.s 1179 and 1032 with 
Rashi Malli Bank, Central Branch. 


with a capacity of 


matic packaging 
system, the pack- 
aged water enjoys 
the following pri- 
orities: 

1- Water is safe 
and microbe-free 
from production 
to consumption 

2- Cheap with 
ease of transpor- 
tation 


ABFAM COMPANY. PIONEER IN IMPROVING CONSUMPTION MODEL 


3- All the pro- 


duction proce- 
dures ls 
accomplished 


automatically and 
at the last step of 
production water 


is sterilized to 
make it durable. 


Barly A EL‏ أ 


مه اس ااا ا 


Rasht houses over 95 unattended 
children in different ages day and 
nighL. The institute is financially 
supported fully by the philanthro- 
pist Iranians both from inside and 
outside the country. 

During his hours-long visit to 
different sections of Gilan Nurs- 
ery House for the Handicapped & 
the Elderly and Rasht Mozhdehi 
Society for the Orphans, Prof. 
Nasiri talked on the welfare facili- 
dies of the nursery institutions Say- 
ing: 

With respect to the point that I 
have visited charity institutions in 
over 42 countries of the world, I 
can say truly that due to the eflüi- 
cicnt management of Mr. Rezvan 
and medical supports of doctors 


PAGES 


bfam Cona- 
pany is pio- 
n 

various packaging 
of consumption 


water in different 
sizes as well as 
manufacturing 

packaging  ma- 
chinery and offer- 
ing them to other 
companies with 


water, because of 
îts ingredients, is 


eases. 


“of. Reza Nasirt Vis 


youngest Iranian expert residing 
abroad, visited Gilan Province’s 
charity institutions for the 
handicapped and the elderly as 
well as Rash Society for the 
Orphans. 
Welcoming Prof. Nasir, Mr. 
Rezvan, managing director of Gi- 
` Han Province charity institytions, 
aborated on the status of these 


Mozhdehi Charity Institute in 
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province. 

During the past 17 years there 
has been invesied some 200 bil- 
lion rials on acüvation of the in- 
dustrial and productive units in the 
province. 

The said units, creating some 
20,000 job opportunities, are ac- 
tive in foodstuffs, ferrous and 
nonferrous mines, textile, cow and 
calf raising, egg and meat chicken 
husbandry, animal husbandry, ma- 
rine creatures, handicrafts, and in- 
dustrial & agricultural sectors. 


The govemor general of Iam 
continued: Due to the existence of 
1,650,000 hectares of pasture and 
forest lands in Iam, tbe province 
has had considerable develop- 
ments in animal husbandry ever 
since the culmination of the Is- 
lamic Revolution. 

At present, 300.000 animal hus- 
bandry units are kept by the vil- 
lagers and nomadic tribes of the 
province, Every year a surplus of 
300 domestic animals, $000 tons 
of red meat, 680,000 kg fleece, 
soft fleece, animal fat, dried whey, 
and 500,000 animal skins are of- 
fered to the domestic markets. 

Engineer Shabani Fard went 
on to say: For the promotion of 
animal husbandry’ in the province, 
ıe plan of organizing 11.000 no- 


madic families with a population 
of over 75,00Û peùple has been 
laurched in Mehran and Doorn) 
regions. So far 148 nomaûiic fami- 

lies have bden housed in Mohsen 
Abu Chalab region, Michran. 

The governor gener of Ham 
Province corluded: Ilam Prov- 
ince erjoy s four permanent riv èrs 
wilh a flow ale (un oM of 
3LOU.UON tm, The i iaugumion 


post var. 
د‎ 
Hî of dı 


Province referred to damı construc- 
tion activities in the province, add- 
ing: Creation of 32 diverting dams 
in different regions of the prov- 
inoe has transformed 42,195 hec- 
tlares of dıy farming land to 
irrigation farming lands. 

Engineer Sha’bani Fard also 
said: The operational works of 9 
reservoir and diverting dams are 
to be launched in near future in 
Tlam Province, the inauguration of 
which will transform the province 
inlo one of the pillars of agricul- 
ture in the country. 

With respect to reconstruction 
of the warstriken areas he said: 
Since the end of the imposcd war, 
some 98 percent of the 12,000 
residential, trade, administration, 
education, cultural and productive 
units destroyed during the war has 
been reconstructed in the border 
cities af Mehran and Dehloran. 

He added: At presen, 85 per- 
cent of the 100,000 population of 
these regions have relumed to 
their motherland and maintained 
their agricultural. animal bus- 
bandry and producüon affairs. 

Engineer Sha’ bani Fard pointed 
to (he newly established airport of 
Ilam saying: Inauguration of the 
airport has created many employ'= 
menî opportunities for the expert 
papo: Cr in the provincc. 


Two under progress projects 
are Azadi 1.170mı un! and km 
cemaat fuctory. Materdlrznion of 
llr siiid projdcis OI only conreclS 
llam region 10 ciher ncighboring 
regions but also it will bring about 
economic devclopment for 
province. 

He went en to say: Bcfore lh: 
revolclion lere inû becn on l6 
aclive indusuial and pıûĞductiye 
uuits in Tam Proving, bul aller 
the revolution almost UU facio= 
fies, productive worksiRps, as 
weli ù8 indusiial and j 


classrooms and totally 345,860 
square meter built area have been 
constructed in the province, i.e. 
46.8 square meters educational ar- 
eas in the region per day en aver- 
age, according to the governor 
general. 

Engineer Shabani Fard said 
that the Grand Leader in his visit 
to Ilam Province in Day of 1369 
approved the implementation and 
running 110 construction and pro- 
ducîng projects in deprived and 
remole areas of the province and 
at present the region has greatly 
changed through exploitation of 
95 percent of the projects. 

He added that some 
27,163,223,000 rials from credits 
forcradicationof deprivation have 
been spent for the aforesaid pro- 
jects. 

The governor general of Iam 
went on saying that the number of 
Provincial higher education cen- 
ters have been increased to 3 uni- 
versity units from one institute 
before 1375. These three consists 
of Ham big university, Payam 
Nour University, and Medical Sci 
ences University. In addition to 
these units, the state management 
center has been set up during the 
recent two years. 

` "Totally, some 3. s00 univer- 


: The govemor general of [lam 

added that some 8,337 snl! and 
giant projects in the form of 2,954 
plans have been executed during 
the first economic, social, culural 
and political development plar 
and by the end of 1374. 
Engineer Ali Akbar Shabani 
said that some 
551,680,135,000 rials as nalonal 
and provincial credits have been 
spent for implementation of these 
projects. 

According to the governor gen- 
eral, 24,986 units out of 27,900 
rural and urban residential, com- 
mercial and guild units damaged 
in imposed war have been recon- 
structed and renovated. 

He revealed thal some 
202,469,77,000 rials have been al- 
located from credits of Hcadquar- 
ters for Reconstruclion and 
Renovation of War-Sıricken Ar- 
eas for reconstruclion of the 
above-mentioned residential 
unils. 

"*The namber of provincial 
hospitals have now reached 5 hos- 
pitals from one hospiil before the 
Islamic Revolution and the nunı- 
ber of beds have begin increased to 
500 beds from 60 ones,’ contin 
ued Ele Sha’bani Fard, 


Harm Azadi Turneî 


sity students are studying in 30 
fields in (hese centers,"" continued 
Engineer Sha’bani Fard. 

He added: The 2Imost ten-fold 
increase in the number of public 
libraries and cultural complexes 
from two lo 19 during the past 
seven years has revolulionized the 
whole province. 

Engineer Sha’bani Fard went 
on to say: The total built area for 
the indoor sports arenas of the 
province has been almost dupli- 
cated from 6,710 sq.m at the be- 
ginning of the First Five-Year 
Development Plan to 11.610 sq.m 
at the end of 1995. 

The governor genêni of {lam 
Province continued: The total land 
area for the open sports ficlds of 
the province has becn increased 
from 76,485 sq.m to 120,500 
sq.m. 

Referring to ihe services ren- 
dered to he rural areas, he said: 
Afler lhe end of the cight-year im- 
posed war and by the end of 1995, 
500 villages were supplicd with 
water and the other 400 villages 
were supplicd with clectricity. 

Developments in 53 villages, 
inauguration of 141 tclecommuni- 
calions units. 43 post units. sub- 
milüing 25,080 telephone lines to 
the public, establishing 4.013 knı 
af main, side and gravellced roads, 
are among lhe olher achicvements 
of tle Islamic govemment during 
the last seven yeas. 

The govemor generl of Iain 


He claimed that there is now 
one hospital bed for every one 
thousand people in Ilam Province 
and added that the rural bealtlı cen- 
ters of le province lave reached 


163 unils from 27 units beforc the 


islamic Revolutiou, Also the num- 
bes of provincidl gener pracli- 
loners, specialists and dculists 
bave reached 270 people from 46 
people before Revolution. 

In recent seven years, some 8i0 
educational units enjoying 3,773 


Fard 


ducing, industrial, construction, 
and cultural projects including 
Sazbon Dam and Power Plant hav- 
ing L608.5 million cubic meter 
volume of reservoir in normal bal- 
ance and Hiui. Mini Dam and 
Power Plant enjoying 32,115.66 
million cubic meter volume of res- 
eıvoir im normal balance will be 
started in Ilam Province. 

He pointed out that the con- 
stinxction trend in Ham Province 
wiich experienced ceprivalion in 
the oppressor Shah regime as well 
as cight years of lhe imposed war 
kas been accelerated and it is ex- 
pected {hat this border province 
will witness greater changes in 
cultural, economic, and social de- 
velopment through exploitalion of 
the implemented projects and slart 
of anticipated projecls during 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani’s 
visît to the province. 

Engincer Shabani Fard ex- 
pressed hiš appreciaion to the de- 


vated officials of the country for 
their great alleuion to tle war- 
siricken and border province and 
said, Aficr the imposed war; 
şome l,1¥1 corstucüon projecis 
have been intplememMed and be= 
corms aperticual per JE O aY- 


view gf !fam fndustria 


Ali Akar Sk bai‏ ا 
Fard, lians govemor general re-‏ 
vealed lhat $00 çonstruciion, cul-‏ 
tural, sports and economic‏ 
projects concurrent wilh {he bless-‏ 
Repoblic of Iran wil be inaugu-‏ 
ior ia ır provinoz.‏ 
Eugitecer Shabani Fard said,‏ 
"Some 1,757,702,416,536 rials‏ 
fori‏ 


residentisl trits for the uost- 
tended, and Pamp Sttion and Irri- 
gation Network of Amir Abad and 
Mchran. : 

`‘jkjlso the txploitation of tens 
of thoasamis of producing, indus- 


4 
4 


ial, jelereating, and const 


tion peajects wil be started 
slangous with te president’ 5 


` PeiEH f {Ee Frovings." 


Hae gov ema? futral went o 
Sax IRg UG ê executive cpera 
enê of teas oF thousands af pro- 


۶ om Het 
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Germany and ..4§ 


and all other. officials in 
various provincial bureaux, 
“said the managing director 
of Iran Tannin Co. 

“We have contacted some 
European countries tO ex- 
port our products such as 
England, 
Switzerland with success,” 
concluded the managing di~ 


Mir. Abalrsssaqg Aroun Pour, me managing 


We are 


Tanti Company: 


director qf rax» 


gFoducineg one af the world's best taxnte acf 
powders Aetvsd from the ncture raw malteads 
available n the country's westerns foresls, Another 


produc used in tannin and lecthermaking is = 


pe of tannin powder which hes prouvan #9 De 


stronger han She foreign ones. 


(infra red) imported from 
England and the atomic ab- 
sorption set etc .... are 
among the most modern 
needed in a good labora- 
tory," he added. 

“The company’s products 
are tannic and gallic acids, 


gallates, cleansers and 
chemicals,” he said. 
“In the field of education, 


we are offering a short 
course on applied chemistry 
(laboratory) which includes 
laboratory and industrial 
workshops safety, solution 
making, important measure- 
ments (acid and base meas- 
urements), iodometry, 
chlorometry, man- 
ganometry, quality and 
quantity control of industrial 
products, etc ...,” he added. 


“We need a large sum of 

mey in order to reach full 
production capacity, and 
while we have received help 
from provincial authorities, 
we are still in need of much 
more help,”” he stressed. 


“Since we suffered a lot 
during the war in Iam, we 


should now be allocated 


with all the needed foreign 
currency and the national 
authorities should pay spe- 
cial attention to our prov- 
ince,” concluded the 
chairman. 


rector. 

We have also talked to 
Mr. Abdulmalek Armoun 
Pour, Iran Tannin Co.’s 
board of directors” chair- 
man. 

“Our production line is 
composed of the best ma- 
chinery made of the best 
machinery made domesti- 


cally from stainless steel ' 


such as extraction reactors, 
paint removers, condensers 
and the heating and drying 
models {spray drier),. the 
chairman aid. 

Our laboratory is the most 
modern in the western part 
of the country. It has been 
granted a research and de- 
velopment certificate by the 
Ministry of. Industries. 
Equipment such as gas chro- 
matographic,  CLC/FT-IR 


We are also grateful to 
Tam Province’s Planning 
Committee and our devout 
brother Mr. Shabani Far, 
govemor general of the 
province and his deputies 


and galiic acıd powders or 


the raw materials for tanning 
at high prices. 


Mr. Soofi, the repre- 
sentative of the Ministry of 
Industries stressed the same 
point while visiting Iran 
Tannin Co. 

“We are grateful to the 
Great Leader of the Revolu- 
tion, the Honorable Presi- 
dent and the Cabinet who 


* gallic acid as well as their 


by-products have many ap- 


: plications. In the pathobi- 
Î ological 
3 pharmaceutical 


laboratories and 


industry 
they are used in making 


f burn ointments, and mouth- 


washing liquids. Also in tex- 
tile industry, they are used 


" as color mordants and fixa- 


tives, in fishing nets as en- 
forcers, in manufacturing 
paper they are used for giv- 
ing measurements, in ink 
manufacturing they have 
some applications, in oil rigs 
they dilute the digging mud, 
in photography (develop- 
ment and printing) they are 
the laboratory’s medium 
material identifiers and in 
steam tanks they are plaque 
removers,” he added. 

“Their derivatives having 
wide applications are very 
precious such as gallates 
used as preservatives in the 
food industry specially in 
animal fat and vegetable oii, 
industrial oils, etc ...,” he 
emphasized. 


“Another product used in 
tanning and leather making 
is a type of tannin powder 
which has proven lû be 
stronger than the foreign 
types,” he added. 

The managing director 
also announced his com- 
pany’s readiness to supply 
the raw material for all 
leather-making units around 
the country in order to reach 
self-sufficiency. 


are paying special attention 
to the underdeveloped, mar- 
tyrdom-seeking and martyr- 
raising province of Ham. 


He aiso asked the minis- 
tries of industries and com- 
merce to withhold from 
importing the pure tannic 


e plant for producing 

nic and gallic acid 

along with their derivatives 
has received the principal 
establishment license from 


the Province’s General 
Bureau of Industries after 
years of experiments 
conducted by Tehran 
University’s Department of 
Chemistry at the College of 
Sciences. 

Mr. Abdulrazzaq Amoun 
Pour, the managîng director 
of Iran Tannin Company 
took part in an interview to 
elaborate on the way the 
company was established. 
“This company was 
founded in 1992 on a one- 
hectare land area with two 
thousand square meters of 
build area. It cost $250,000 
plus an additional 1.65b ri- 
als. The company is manned 
with 40 people direcly and 
creates jobs indirectly for 
hundreds more who collect 
the natural forest products,” 
he said. 

“We are producing one of 
the world’s best tannic acid 
powders derived from the 
natural raw materials avail- 
able in the country’s western 
forests. According to the 
tests conducted in the na- 
tions modern laboratories, 
our tannic acid matches well 
the quality of the tannic acid 
produced by Germany’s 
Merck Co.,” Mr. Armoun 
Pour said. 

““Tannic acid powder and 


ge 
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rights groups said. 

They also deplored "the sum- 
mary character" of the trial on Fri- 
day of Deo Bizimana, a former 
medical assistant, and Egide 
Gatanazi, a former local adminis- 
trator, both accused of organizing 
massacres. 

The statement said the trial 
lasted only a few hours and the 
prosecutor merely summarized 
witnesses’ charges rather than al- 
lowing the defendants to be con- 
fronted by their accusers, a right 
under Rwandan law. 

About 90,000 Rwandans are 
crammed into jails since being ac- 
cused of taking part in the 1994 
slaughter by Hutu troops, militias 
and mobs. 


(Router) 


cused did not benefit from the as- 
sistance of a lawyer, which repre- 
sents a particularly serious viola- 
tion of their rights considering 
they risk the death penalty if found 
guilty," the two groups said in a 
statement. 

Those convicted on charges of 
taking part in the 1994 slaughter of 
an estimated 800,000 Tutsis along 
with Hutu moderates face the 
death penalty after one chance of 
appeal. 

The FIDH and human rights 
watch dismissed Rwanda’s argu- 
ments that it lacked eash for de- 
fence lawyers, saying the UN had 
given up a project to supply law- 
yers in 1995 after opposition from 
Kigali’s government. 

“Political opposition is a factor 
as strong as the lack of funds," the 


ESE 


PARIS — Two human rights 
groups on Monday hailed the start 
of genocide irials in Rwanda but 
slammed the court hearings as 
superficial and flawed by a lack of 
defence lawyers. 

The Paris-based International 
Federation of Human Rights 
Leagues (FIDH) and the New 
York-based human rights 
watch/Africa said they "welcome 
the holding of trials in Rwanda but 
deplore serious irregularities". 

The first genocide trials in 
Ruwanda opened on Friday in the 
southeastern town of Kibungo, 
where two men pleaded nor guilty 
to organizing massacres. Two 
other men appearcd in court on 
Monday in Kigali but their cases 
were inmcdiatcly adjoumed. 

"In the genocide trials, the a0- 


change at the UN helm, the Repub- 
lican-dominated congress will 


. now agree to pay the $1.3 billion 


in arrears owcd 10 the United Na- 
tions — almost half of the total 


$2.2 billion owed to the organiza- . 


tion by menmtber states. 


Congress had linked any Pay- 
ment to the departure of BOutTOs- 
Ghali, saying that more reforms 
were needed. 

Although the New York Times 
reported Monday that congress 
had rejected the latest U.S. plan to 


` clear the debt, a U.S. permanent 


representative to the United Na- 
tions, Edward Gnehm, told report- 
ers here that he was "not nearly aş 
pessimistic as the article." 


Other UN officials are also op- 
timistic that the new UN chief will 
be more inclined to be a team- 
builder than his predecessor, who 
was accused of .arrogance by his 
detractors. : 

General Assembly President 
Razali Ismail of Malaysia told 
AFP that he hopes to work with 
Annan to "unblock every aspect of 
the glitches we have with the ma- 
jor countrics, particularly the 
U.S.” 

Getıing fresh U. S. commitment 
to the United Nations, wherc 
Washington has been attacked by 
its partners for its failure to pay its 
dues, could lead to progress on 
reform in a number of areas. 

Boutros-Ghali leaves New 
York on Wednesday for a stop- 
over in Paris on his way to EgYPt 
where he plans to write books. 

Annan and other UN officials 
insist that despite his ouster by lhe 
Americans, Boutros-Ghali will be 
positively judged in the history 
books for his tenure as the first 
post Cold war UN chief. 


"Job From Hell" at UN 


_ ANNAN 


. ain, China, France, Russia and the 


` United States — will be particu- 


` lafly crucial. 


Had descrîbêdl hiš hew post as "a. 
job fram hell," has madc it clear , 
that a gin pioily will be ens. 


Washington vetoéd Boutros- 
Ghali’s reelection to a second 
term, 1heoretically because he was 

` not sufficiently committed to re- 
form 

Annan, described as an "honest 


. broker” by diplomats who worked 


with him on Bosnia, stresses that 
` he wil preserve the independence 
...0f his office. He notes that as a UN 
insider, having spent his entire ca- 
reer in the UN system, his "track 
record” is known to all. 

Arman's election on December 
17 by the UN General Assembly 
was warmly welcomed by U.S. 
President Bil Clinton. 

When U.S. Ambassador 
Madelcine Albrigt Telcphoned 
"Aman to congratulate Him, she 
ˆ” 01d him that it was the first timc 
` {hat such a "special relationship" 
vould exist between a U.S. Secre- 


` tary of state and a UN Secretary 
` General, a U.S. official said 


Ajbright is currendy nominee 
Tor secretmy of state. 

Clinton administration offi- 
cials are confidcm that with the 


second itin, saw UN relations de- ` 
“0 


‘UNITED NAFONS — Kofî 


Annar fakes over as UN chief on. 
Wedhesday ‘amid hopes thar the 
.Ghapaian’s appointment. will , 


bring:improved relations with-the 
. warld body's main contribitor, 
the Usied States. . 

. HHS. predecessor, 74-year-old 
Boriros Botgros-Ghali- of Egypt, 
who was backed by. France for a 


ing: hat Washingıon Pays .its ar- 
rears, 

` Wile kecping a šleady hand on 
reform efforts during bis five-year 
Terk; and refasing 10 nale out more 
siaff cuts, the soft-spoken Aonanr ` 


alşo imends 10 scek consensus. On. 
the role of the Uniied Nations as: 


1be world body prepares to enter 


The NEXE CenDOIY. 
As former undersccretary gen- 


eral for peacekceping, be plans fo -- 


develop UN readiness lo intervene 


in crises before they become fall . 
scale conTiet,. His main focus : 


ا ا و" 


five ates wih vets power ~ BIR 


f Pope for the Celebration of the World Day of Peace 


posing faclons and promoting 
mutual ust 


Truth and Justice: 
Prerequisites for 


Forgiveness 


5. Forgiveness, in its ruest and 
highest form, is a free act of love. 
But precisely because it is ûl act 
of love, it has its own intrinsic de- 
mands: the first of which is re- 
spect Jor the ruth. God alone is 
absolute tui But he nude the 
human hcart open to le desire for 
uh 

Another essenlial requisite for 
forgiveness and reconcilialon is 
Justice, which finds ils ultimae 
foundation in tbe law’ of God and 
in his plan of love and mercy for 
humanity. Understood in lis way, 
jusice is not limited lo cstab- 
lishing what is fight between the 
pares in conflict but looks above 
all to re-establishing authenlic re- 
lationships with God, with oneself 
and with others. Thus here is no 
conlradicüion berwcen forgiveness 
and juslice. Forgiveness reither 
eliminates nor lessens the reed jor 
the reparation which justice re- 
quires, but secks to reintegrate in- 
dividuals and groups into society. 
and states into the community of 
Nations. No punishimenl can sup- 
press he inalienable dignity of 
those who tave commited evil. 
The door to repcnlance and reha- 
bilialüon must always remain 
OPER 


carries with il a heavy burden of 
violence. 


Practical Mechanisms 


for Reconciliattor 


4. Wars. even when they 
"solve" the problems which cause 
them. do so only by leaving a 
wake of vicims and destucüon 
which weighs heavily upon ensu- 
ing pence negolialions. Awareness 
of this should encourage peoples. 
nalions and states once and for ali 
to rise above the "culture of war,” 


not only in ils most detestable 
form, namely, he power to wage 
war uscd as an inslrumenl of sU- 
premacy, but also in the less odi- 
ous bul no less destructive form of 
recourse t0 aus 4s an expeditious 
way to solve a problem. Precisely 
in a time such as ours, which is fa- 
miliar with the most sophisticated 
technologies of destruction, it is 
urgenly necessary to develop a 
consiste “culture of peace," 
which will forestall and counter 
the seemingly inevitable outbreaks 
of amed violence, including tak- 
ing sicps to stop the growth of the 
amıs industry and of ams tmaf- 
ficking. 


But cven before lhis, the sincere 
desire for peace has to be trans- 
lated into a fim decision to re- 
move cvery obstacle 10 achicving 
pcace. Hcre, thie conflicts are 
sown. they can reach individuals 
directly, mediating bctwcen op- 


eyes, taking refuge in indifference. 


The Burden of History 


3. The difficulty of forgiving 
does not only arise from the cir- 
cuntstances of lhe present. History 


PF 

in material and cphemerıl goods 
is tending 1o mırginalizc {hose 
who are not useful to is purposes. 
Faced wilh situalions likc these, 
involving real human tmgcdics, 
some prefer simply to close their 


world, despite HS Mmauy SsUCCCSSES, 
coulinues 10 be marked by conira- 
dictions. Progress in industry and 
agricuitare has brought a higher 
standard of living to millions of 
pcople and affers great bope for 


` nary others. Technology has 


shayak distances, while infonua- 
ion has become inslanlancous and 
has made possible acw advances 


` iıı human knowledge, Respect for 


ike environment is growing and 


` becoming a way of life. A grcal 
` army of vokmicers, whose gencr- 


osiy often remains hidden, is 
working Urelessly in cvery part of 
the world for the good of human- 
Hy, sparing no cifort especially in 


. . meeting the necds of he poor and | 
¬ the 3 : 


suke ing. 

How can «c fail 1o acknow- 
{edge with joy these posiive as- 
pecisaf our limes? Unfortunatcly, 
bowcvcr, the prescm world scence 
galso presculs more than a سز‎ 
negalive signs. These inchude ma- 
terialkın and a growing conlompH 
for human life, which have now 


` Many pcoplc live their lives with 


no other allegiance Har 10 (he 


` ‘Bwsof profil, prestige and power. 


AS a resulf, many foc impris- 
oncd in a docp inner ooclincss. 


. Others conimic 1o0 bc delibcratcly 


discriminated agains on guns 
of race, miionality or scx. Poverty 
iş driving ımısscs of people to the 
margins of socicty. Of CYC WOSC, 
1 exünciioa. For too many pcopie 
war has become a harsh cveryday 
refity. A sociay imicrested only 


0 کک 


` Gaunt 1, 197) 


Yaarma for Healing 
FZ AF I hare sad, lhe moder 


1 
غ 
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NEW YORK, NY, United States (December 30): The Vernon Bain Facility, a prison barge on the Fast 
River in New York, is shown in this undated handout photo. The prison js operated by the New York 
City Department of Corrections and held 797 inmates, lt is docked in the Hunts Point seêtion of the 


E 


Bronx in New York. 


Dangerous World: Experts Disagree on 


Just How Bad It Is 


neither side in battle offers reli 


` able information or access by ob- 


jective observers. 


The foundation says its longer 
list includes all world conflict ar- 


ican Army in Ireland and great 
Britain were dropped frorn the list 
with hopes for peace in 1995 but 
restored in 1996. 


Fourteen countries were 
dropped from the list because of .. ` 
reduced violence: Bolivia, Chad. 
Comoros, Georgia, Ghana, Hon 
duras, Jamaica, Laos, Mali, Mol- 
dova, the Philippines, Senegal; 
Venezuela and Yemen. 

While the two organizations 
disagree on bow much military 
power the United States needs in 
he post-Cold-War world, tey: 


the United States “should be cor 33 
pletely vigilant, especially abou J. 

muclear, biological and chemi’ * % 
weapons proliferation. A Jot O ”' 


year. But he said far tomo mM 
.weapons of war remain Joos 


organized violence between states 
or between contending groups 


Private groups also are far [ess 
restfriclive in their definition of 
war. 

Obviously. war-counting is an 
inexact and complex task. Defin- 
ing war by assıgning a threshold 
of casualties is impossible, when 


WAŞHINGTON - With all the 
pain and suffering caused by waıs, 
it shouldn’t be hard to figure out 
how many there are in a year. 
But the National Defense 


` Coumcil Foundation has more than - 


twice as many battle zones on its 
yearend list as the moreiberal 
Center for Defense Information. 
And the CIA has yet another 
count of 1996 conflicts. 

There’s also cousiderable dis- 
agreement over whether the world 
was more or less violent in 1996, 
or what can be done to stop the 
bloodshed from ethnic conflict, in- 
rest and civil war. 

The Virginia-based foundation, 
which sees protection only in in- 
creased U. S. military spending, is 

” releasing a list Monday of 64 
worki hot spots - down fron the 
record 71 it courted a year earlier. 
The count reverses a seven-year 
trend, but conservative analysts 
caution against lowering vig 
lance. 

“The meaning of the whole 
“thing is that the United States 
shouldn’t be unilaicrally disarm- 
ing in the face of a conflictive 
world” said retired Major F. 
Andy Messing, the foundation's 
executive director. Just because 
we've had the first dowıward 
trend doesıu’t mean that 1997 will 
be a more peaceful year. ’’ The 
Center for Defensc Information, 
which says more aris breed. more 
conflict, is preparing ifs own re- 
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Opposition Veteran in Singapore’s Most 
Intriguing Poll Contest 


“tired oli man,” he said: “ask 
him to come aud see 

me at the hıstings and see 
whether 'm a tired oll man or is 
it Mr. Lee Kuan Yew. .. ” veteran 
leader Lee now holds the title of 
senior minister. 

Jeyareham was suspended 
from Parliament for five years in 
November 1986 when he was 
found guilty of making a false 
declaration of his party ’s actounts 
and fined a sum which made him 
liable to expuision from the legis- 


lature. 2 


He was also successfully sued 
for libel by Lee Kuan Yew and 
narrowly escaped bankruptcy and 
had to stay out of _the. electoral 
arena in 1988 and 1991, when the 


However, he did not contest a 
December 1992 by-election. 

On his team is controversial 
lawyer Tang Liang Hong, 61, who 
has been dubbed a Chinese-lan- 
ist and therefore a “dangerous 
man" by PAP leaders, including 
Prime Minister Goh Chok Tong. 

Tang said in an election speech 
he bad joined Jeyaretnam, a Chris- 
tian and Tamil, for the “sacri 
fices” the veteran made. 

“He uséd to stay in a Bungalow 
comfortably. Jt bas been sold. It is 
finished. But his courage is not 
finished,” Tang said. 

(AFP) 


multiple-seat system in Thirs- 
day ’s election, would be a present 
for his 71st birthday on January 5. 

His chief opponent, the safl- 
spoken education minister, re 
torted that it was time that voters 
gave JBI a “rousing sendoff” 
froma politics. 

The San election, de- 
scribed by leading Incal newspa” 
per the Straits Times as probably 
the “hottest ward” because of 
Jeyaretnam’s presence, is one of 
the most closely watched of 36 


pendent and multiracial Singapore 
when he won a 1981 by-election 
in the Anson constituency domi- 
uated by port workers. 

He says tbe “spirit of Anson” 


Jeyaretnam, who won reelec- 
tion in 1984 with a bigger major- 
ity and was seen as thom in the 
side of then Prime Minister Lee 
Kuan Yew, is retuming to the 
hastings after a decade's abseuce. 

‘“Tve waited, waited, for IO 
years T've waited,” said Jeyaret- 
nam after filing his nomination 


Papers. 
To a PAP MP who called him a 


SINGAPORE - Opposition 
veteran Joshua  Benjamın 
Jeyaretnan is fighting to reenter 
Singapore’s Parliament, after a 
10-year absence from the electoral 
arena, in the most intriguing 
contest of this week's polls. 

The fiery Jeyaretnam is leading 
a Workers” Party (WP) tearm in tbe 
multipleseat parliamentary district 
of Cheng San against a ruling Peo- 
ples Action Party (PAP) slate 
headed by Education Minister Lee 
Yock Suan, 50. : 

The WP veteran, who in 1981 
became independent Singapore's 
first opposition meınber of Parlia” 
meut, has been dismissed as a rip 
van winkle trapped in a time warp 
by PAP leaders, but shows no loss 
of his combative spirit or rhetori- 
cal flare. 2 

Dressed in a “power to the 
ple” T-shirt, Jeyaretnam is on the 


strict coutrols on car ownership 
and a loosening of the PAP’sS unr 
broken hold on power since 1959. 
. “The ore thing you have to 
achieve is to break this monopoly, 
this stranglehold on power that the 
PAP now has,” the man known to 
both opponents and supporters aS 
“JBJ” told an election rally at- 
tended by severaı thousand. 

He says a victory, which would 
in one stroke send five members 
to Parliament in winner-take-all 


Indian Missile Program Continues, 


an edgèê with m-11 missiles ac- 
quired from China. 

“The threat from China is more 
serious as it has developed a fam- 
ily of missiles with various 
said. 


India suspects China is sharing 
muclear technology with Pakistan 
in violation of international com 
mitment. China is also suspected 
of selling nıclear ring magnets to 
Pakistan in 1994 and 1995. 

Beijing has never acknow- 
ledged that the transaction took 


place. : 
India and China fought a brief 
border war in 1962, but relations 
between the two Asian giants have 
been on the ımnend in recent times. 
the missile program itself cannot 
provile security to India, whose 
million-strong army, one of the 
largest in the world, is facing a 
cash crunch and a serious shortage 
of manpower. AFP 


Hmericans Are Alienated, but Less 
Than Last Year 


. The telephone poll of a nation- 
wide cross-section of 1,000 adults 
was corhıcted Dec. 12-[6. The 
poll has a margin of error of 

or minus three percentage points. 
They were asked their feelings 


about the following statements: - 


The rich get richer and the poor 
get poorer wiiat you think doesn’t 
count very much anymore most 
people with power try to take ad- 
vantage of people like yourself the 
people running the county don’t 
really Gare what happens tO you 
you are left out of things going 
around you. REUTER) 


versed. 

When the Harris Organization 
first asked the five different ques- 
tions it uses to measure public al- 
jenation in 1966, the index stood 
af 29 percent. 

The average for the 1990s so 
far is 64, higher than in the 1960s 


when it was 34 the 1970s when it 


was 52 and the 19805 at 57. 
Humphrey ‘Taylor of the Harris 


WASHINGTON - Americans are 
less alienated 1han a year ago, 
though its stil near record levels, 
according to an anmual poll 
published on Sunday. 

The Harris Alienation Index, 
which has tracked a remorseless 
rise in public alienation since 
1966, fell to 62 percent in 1996 
from ã record high 67 percent last 
year. 

Bui pollsters at Louis Harris 
and Associates Inc. Said the im- 
provement might be just a short- 
tem blip since earlier 
improvemenlSs werc quickly re- 


has been successfully tested three 
times since. 

The Trishul is one of .five 
guided missiles locally designed 
and developed as part of India’s 
ambitious program, launched in 
J983 to build an arsenal of rockets 
and missiles, and has been dubbed 
by analysis as India's answer to 
the U,S.-made Patriot. 


Military experts here have wel- 
comed the resumption of the Agni 
project, which was put on hoki by 
the previous goveinment under in 
tense pressure from the United 
States. That govemment was 
voted out in May. 

Washington feared the Indian 
missile program could trigger an 
arms race in the sub-continent. 

Pakistan has also voiced fears, 
saying the Indian missile develop- 
ment program would lead to a race 
for weapons of mass destruction 
in South Asia. 

The two countries, which have 
fought three wars since 1947 and 
are believed to be in possession of 
technology to make atomic 
bombs, have rejected the Compre- 
hensive Test Ban Treaty and the 
Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty. 

“We have a deadline of less 
than thrce years for {he Compre- 
hensive Test Ban Treaty. By then 
we should have moved forward on 
the nuclcar option,” said Singh, of 
the IDSA. 

“And, unless we have a deliv- 
ery system {like Agni), why talk 
of the nuclear option?” Officials 

„ speaking on condilion of 


NEW DELHI - Ignoring warnings 
from the United States, India is 
beefing Up its missile capacity 
after rejectng global calls to sign 
the Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty 


India successfully tested its 
Trishul (trident) surface-to-air 
missile Sunday and said it would 
soon test lnmch an enhanced vVer- 
sion of its Agni (fire) ballistic 

Indian defense analysts de- 
fended the decision to step up In- 
dia's missile program, despite 
concerns of a possible arms race 
with archival Pakistan, saying 
New Delhi should already have a 
long-range missile capacity. 

““India should go ahead with the 
deployment of missiles of all 
ranges. A long-range missile is an 
absolute necessity,” sald Jasjit 
Singh, director of the Insütute of 
Defense Studies and Analysis 
(DSA) think 4ank. : 

“Our cities will be undefended 
wilhout a long-range missile. 

Everybody is going ahead with 
their missile deploy ment programs 
and so should India." be said. 

Singh said an Agni-type missile 
required three dozen tests before 
deploy ment. 

“Jt will take 10 years for com- 
pletion of these tests to end," he 
said. 

“Are we waiting for the encmy 
to. arrive next door and then jump 
into action?” The Agni, de- 
signed.to carry a one=ton nuclear 
or conventional warhead, was first 
testfired on May 22, 1989, and 


4 
3 


RE a 


